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My Lqm>> 



S the colome* yet continue the peculiar object o£ 
/ % your adniiniftration, I have pre fumed to addref* 
/ % the following letter to your lordfhip, — TF ytta 
» have, on any late oc canon, declared that the co* 
ionics (hould continue fobjeel to parliamentary 
taxation ; if yoa have appeared sot only an advocate for, 
but principal agent in, a defign farmed to coerce the co- 
lonic* ; or if the fam of your political conduct has rather 
inflamed than e*ting*Jiifhed thofe unhappy, thofe utraarn nil, 
di/fenfions lb unnecdfaHly generated; and fo wantonly fb* 
fronted between his Majefiy*s BritrJh and American fiib- 
jcte ; and if eoofequenccs pregnant with national rum, are 
jitllJv apprehended, from your lenown dtfpofition towardt 
the colonic 4 , no longer nppofed by the retraining influence 
of thole patriotic mmilters, who have lately refigned the 
feuls, your lordlhip will cafily conceive not only the pro- 
priety but neceifity of the prefent letter ; in which I ilia 1 1 
iflcouteftlbiv vindicate the rights, claimed by the colonies, 
on conltitut tonal principles* and irr 
nrciout coufeotrendes which mufti n< 
porfutt of your favourite tneafurcs ; 

jfaihages ; fiJ jaw ma fequar fdjt 
The civil conttitu Hon f t thr* Y\ 
nines the connection which oug 
ten the parent country and her ■ 
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flfcjhnd, being unknown before the difcovery of Ameriea, " 
and wholly unprovided for, by its original laws ; nor can 
any precedent or informa^icrn^perjtinejit to the prefent fub- 
jedt, be deduced from ancient hiftory,fince the fettlement of 
all our American colonies(NovaScotia andGeorgia excepted) 
yti» un4grtaken fcoiq,motiyes,& attended withcircumfta-nces, 
perfectly lingular & diffimilar to the views which influenced 
colonization in the more early, ages of the world. The pre- 
sent difpute therefore can only be determined, by confider- 
ing what were generally underftoojl to be th$ rights and 
privileges of the colonies at, and. foon after, their fettle- 
inent, as they appear from their moll antient charters, and 
the feveral a£s and declarations proceeding from the crown 
at that «ra, together with the coaduct of parliament bn 
this fubject, and obferving how far they are confonant to, 
or fupported by, tbe laws pf nature, and the principles of 
t£e ^rit^ih. ppnftitution. 

>f JJefore J confider the charters of the colonies, it will be 
convenient previoufly to declare, that it is an axiom, which 
Bp one, who is acquainted with the hiftory and policy of 
this kingdom, wi)l ferioufly controvert, that the king of this 
realm has, |>y his prerogative, a conftitutional right to ali- 
enage ajl a^quifitions of territory, not previoufly annexed to 
this kingdom, and emancipate any part of his. fubjecls from 
their allegiance to hijnfelf,and (as a neceflary confequence) 
from the authority of parliament. This prerogative has 
been fo constantly exercife4 by the crown, at almoft every 
treaty of peace, and pn a variety of other occaGons, from 
the cefl^on of Calais, to the fales pf Dunkirk, Tangier, &c. 
and from thence to t£e prefent time, and with the invariable 
concurrence of parliament, that any particular examples or 
arguments, in fupport of this pofition, mud be unncceflary. 
In the exe,rcife of this UDdifputed prerogative, the fovereigns 
of this realm have granted to the colonies the charters and 
privileges w^jch are the objects of their prefent contenti- 
on, and by which they were rendered diftinit ftates, united 
in one common fovereign.— The moft antient of their char- 
ters was granted by Queen Elizabeth, under the great 
ieal of England, and confirmed by parliament in the year 
$484,* by which the whole country, called Virginia, was 

* Thefubftanee of this charter may be feci) in the 3d yol. cf 
' Salmon's Unlverfal pictionary* 

granted 



graatedto Sir Walter Raleigh, his heirs amd mfl!gns, mtl| 
axoi\ ample manner, and in perpetual fevereigmy, with 
fall power of legitlacion, and eftabliihmg a mil govern* 
tnent in that country, which was to be united to the realm 
of England in perfect league and amity, lo be within the 
allegiance of the Eogliftr crown, and held by homage and 
the payment of one fiUh ct ail gold and ulver ore. Sir 
Sir Walter Raleigh being difcouraged in his attempts for 
the fettlement of Virginia, by the great cxpence and a va- 
riety of unfuccefsf u I incidents* alTigned the country to fe- 
reraJ gentlemen and merchants in London, who with 
other aifociates, obtained new charters, conveying to them 
all the rights, vefted in Sir Walter, before his attainder* 
with the fame jurifdicllons, royalties, powers, privileges* 
francbifes, &c, 

The fecond of thefe charters to the treafurer and company 
of Virginia, dated at Weltininftcr the 23d of March 1609, 
grants authority " to make, ordain, and ettabltfh, all rum- 
** ner of orders, laws, directions, infractions, forms and 
M ceremonies of government and mugiftracy, fit and necef* 
H fary for, and concerning the government of, ibe laid co- 
** lony and plantation, and the teas adjacent, and thefame 
•* to abrogate, Stc." with an cxprefs covenant and grant 
for himfclf, his heirs, &c. ** to and with the faid trea furor 
*' and company, their fucccfTors, factors, and aillgns, that 
** thty, and of every of them, Hull he free from all tates 
11 and impositions for evtr t upon an y goods or merchandises, 
** at any time or times hereafter, either upon importation 
" thither, or exportation from thence, into our realm of 
*' Englaod, or into any othw of ourrealmsor dominions," 

Under thefc charters the colony of Virginia, after im- 
menfe difficulties, which they overcame without the leatl 
affiftance from the Engl ilh government, became ib confider- 
able, that in 1621, a general 3ifembly or legislative authori- 
ty wag eflablimed in the governor, council, and burgeftcs, 
who were elected by the free holders as their rep relent at ives ; 
and this affembly has, from that sera, invariably exercijed 
the power of legislation over the colony. King James, 
however, hy ;i proclamation dated the 15th of Ju?y i6ja, 
dilfolved the Virginia company, rendering the colony Uri« 
mediately dependant on the crown ; a meafure which* 
ratted very diUgreablc apprchentioas ia lbs mind nf Ip ia« 

huli tan 
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iabttants. To quiet thefe, king Charles the firft, on the 
dttfufe of his father, iffaed a proclamation, which inftead 
of the expected efFe<&. produced a reraoaflxance to the 
throne from the inhabitants of Virginia, in which they 
lively cipre/Ted rheir apprehenfions o£ defigns againft their 
rights and privileges. To this the lords ofc privy council 
rotated a jester, dated 224 pf July 1634, containing the 
rQyal atfurance, and affirmation that, «« AH their eftates, 
*«•. rra4e> freedom, aad privileges {hould be enjoyed by 
•Vtkeai. in a* extenfive a manner as they enjoyed them be- 
"- : fore the recall of the company's parent." When the 
parliament afterwards font a iquadron to Virginia, the co- 
lony reefed fubmiflion to their commift&oners until they 
granted ibem the following conditions, which ferve to con- 
vey a jujt idea of the rights to which they then thought 
themfelves intituled. 

vArt. ill. l, r he plantation of Virginia and alJ the inhabi- 
tants 1 hereof, Ih*]] be and remain in due fubje&ion to the 
common -wealth of England, not as a conquered country, 
Inpt as a country fubmitting by their own voluntary a&, 
and ihaH enjoy fuch freedoms and privileges as belong to 
the free people of England. 

.lid. The general aflembly as formerly, fhail convene 
and tranfa& the affairs of the colony. 

.Hid. The people of Virginia fhall have a, free trade, as 
the people *>f England* to all places and all nations. 

JLVth. Virginia (ball be free from all taxes, cuftoms, and 
impofctions whatsoever ; and none fhail be impofed upon 
them without confent of their general aflembly ; and that 
neither forts nor caftles be eroded or garrifons maintained 
■without their confent. 

.Thefe conditions being granted by parliament, the royal 
governor wasremoved,an4 three other governors fucceflively 
elt'fted by the houfe of burgcfTes. But in January 1659, 
Sir William Berkley, the king's governor, was reftored by 
the people who proclaimed Charles the fecond, king or Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, Ireland, and Virginia, fometime 
before his reiloration to the crown of England. 

The reign, of Charles the fecond, was an sera by no means 
favoumbleto the liberty of hisfubjec'b; yet that monarch, 
when a pei:nivu.ent revenue for the fupport of civil govern- 
ment in Virpir.ia was decmeo. necefTary, did not attempt to 
procure it by Li&ajithpri.ty or parliament, but applied to the 

general 
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general afTembly, and an a& parted under the great fell, « 
which »twascamc~ted " by the king's mbftcxcfclJ eat majefty, 
Tby " and with the confent of the general affembly of cte 
colony of Virginia, -&c." By this act a duty of two (hillings 
fer hogfhead upon all tobacco, one (hilling and three pencfe 
fer ton upon all (hipping, &c, was granted to his n>aj*fry 
for ever, as a revenue for the fupport of civil governments 
which is ftill paid by virtue of this aft. Here, my lord, we 
-have an early example of thegeneral aflemblies of the colonies 
granting a revenue agreeable to a requifition from the crown, 
find this is the only fource from which all fupplies from them 
ihould proceed.— -By this aft, your lorctihip may like wife 
learn to know, that the fupreme aflemblies of the colonic 
were not originally in that fubordinate Hate to which 
your favourite meafares would reduce them, and that the 
fovereign himfelf thought it Ho di&onour to be named as a 

part of their legiflative authority. At this time Spaift 

mgrol&ng the trade of her American colonies, the people df 
England, after her example, without confidering the differ*- 
ence between their own conftitution and that of Spain, nor 
the differences between the privileges, which each had grant* 
ed their colonies,claimed an exclusive trade with their Ame*- 
rican plantations, and the a& of the 25th Charles II. and 
feveral fubfequent ones paflcd for abridging their trade with 
foreign countries, and impofing duties upon feveral branched 
of commerce between the colonies which were thought de- 
trimental to the parent country, and which thefe dntieft 
were defigned to diicourage, like fines for the prevention 
of crimes, as the preambles to the ads themfelvcs demon- 
ftrate, and not to raife a revenue to the crown by par- 
liamentary authority. Yet 'even thefe were confidered as 
grievances,and agents were fen t to England from the colony 
of Virginia, to remonftrate again ft " Taxes and impofitioo* 
" being laid on the colony, by any authority but that of 
the general afTembly." f 
This produced a declaration from king Charles the fe- 
cond, under the privy feal, and dated the 19th of April 
1676* aliening that, " Taxes ought not to be laid upoaf 
«« the inhabitants, and proprietors of the colony, but by 
" the common confent of the general aifembly ; except fuch 
*t impofitions as the parliament fhould lay on the commodities' 
•* imported into England from the colony." And he thca 

ordered 
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Ordered a charter to be iffued under the great fea!, for ft- 
during this right to the colony. 

Here, my lord, I have recited A feries of incidents which 
Jure fo many accumulated proofs, that the colonies before 
the aft of navigation; not only confidered themfelves, but 
■Were confidered by the king, parliament, and people of 
England, as free diftinft dates, not depending oh the par- 
liament of this kingdom, though dwirig allegierfce to its fo- 
vereign, and intituled to a free unreftrained trade to all 
nations, with a pofyhre exemption from 4 every foecies of 
taxation, by any authority but that of their own aftemblies ; 
and as countries inhabited by men, who availing themfelves 
of their natural rights, had withdrawn themfelves 
.from a fubjeeVion to the EnglHh government, and retired 
thither^ under exprefs ftipulations from the crown, which 
became the facred conditions of their allegiance, and ought 
to be preferved inviolate. — And though by the aft of na- 
vigation, and feveral fubfequent parliamentary regulations, 
the commerce of the colonies with foreigri nations was 
tircumfcribed, yet no precedent, cati be produced of any 
attempt made by parliament, to regulate their internal policy 
or Jegiflation, or impofe taxes upon them, from the aera of 
their fettlement to the termination of the lad war. Be- 
fore that period; their charters had been recognized by par- 
liament and confirmed fub ft tenth ; and the Colonies, by a 
Jong uninterrupted enjoyment, and prefcription, acquired 
an additional right to the privileges originally granted by 
charter, which is alone fufficient to render all their claims] 
taJid, agreeable to the laws of this kingdom. 

Can your Jordftfip think any farther proofs neceflary to? 
4ftabHfti the juftice which fanftifies the pretentions of the 
colonies ? Did I not know you to be prejudiced on this 
fubjeft, I would aofwer for you in the negative ; but as an 
•pinion once adopted, is often defended with an obftinacy 
fchich precludes conviftion,efpecialIy when favoured by in- 
tereft : it may be proper to confide r the circtfmftances at- 
tending the fettlement of New England, the mod antieht 
of all the colonies, Virginia excepted. Thofe who firft 
migrated to that part of America, were men whofe prin- 
ciples were repugnant to that public exercife of religion 
agreable to the liturgy, form and ceremonies of the church 
or England, and being by epifcopal intolerance denied the 
freedom of non-conformity, tbty quitted the kingdom* and 

retired 
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artifed to Holla**!, to fecnre in afylumfromtholk refigiotii 
grievances which they fullered under the laws, wad jurist 
di&ion of parliament. Holland, however, not only proved 
inconvenient to their private circumftances,. but the com* 
plauanctof that ftate to the government of* England, ten* 
dered them unsafe in tbeexercife.ef their religion, and king 
fames the firft, having by letters patent under the great 
ftal, bearing date at Weftmin&er, the. 3d of November, id 
the 1 8 th fear of his feign, eftabliihedaeonndl at Plymoatti 
in the ceunjty of Devon, " for the planting, ruling, order-* 
" iog* 4x*d governing of New England in America, and 
*> gtmntcd them the whale of that country, with alt it* 
*« commodities, jnrifdiltioftsj royalties, privileges, fran* 
fr chiles; Sec. .fce." to be held of die crown* « « m free and 
* c common foccage, and not ikcapite or by knight's fervice a 
*« by the payment of one fifth of all gold and filver ore, to 
*« be had or obtained therein* fdr, and in refpeel of all,and 
*« ail manner of duties, demands; and fertices to be done; 
t' made or paid" to the crown ; which territory being 
confiddred as without the kingdom of England, and the 
fcatent of its laws, (as. it appears to have ever fince been, by 
the refolution of the lords of privy council, who have de* 
termined that the laws of Great- Britain, fhaJl not bind the 
, colonies, unleis they are eXpreily natried therein) they net 
folvcd to oraniport and fettle themfelves . there, with the 
^errqrffion of. the council of Plymouth, and accordingly ap+ 
pYitd to king James, through the mediation of Sir Robert 
Naunton* fecfetary of ftate, for leave to retire thither* 
which having obtained, they became private adventurers* 
and without any ezpence to England, conveyed themfelves 
to the wilds of America, in queft of that freedom whicli 
they were denied within the jurifdtclion of parliament, ar 
vailing themfelves of a natural right, which is nbtorioufly 
favefted in every member of fociety ; to abandon' a diiagreear 
ble or oppfeffive government* and thereby recover his 
natural freedom ^and 1 irfdeperidance, and annihilate the 
fovereignty and jutifdic^ion of the abandoned fociety. > 
On their arrival in America, they landed in a part whicfti 
they hid no pcrmiffioa to fettle, and which they held from 
fto European power, and therefore considered themfelves 
ctt peribns who had reverted to their natural freedom and 
iodepejxdaucc, and thought .it. neccflkry,. by a public act 
~ B (wEich 
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(^hk5h wst9 flgned/by all the heads of families) to declare 
wemfelves the fubjeds of their former fovereign, and engage 
t© ofoy fuch laws as they themfelves Jhould enaft for their 
mm govern went. This my lord, was the sera of their 
emancipation from parliamentary authority, of which your 
lord&ip may acquaint Mr. Grenvillp, flronld he hereafter 
repeat his queftion on that fubjeft. This was the origiaof 
the colony of New Plymouth, whofe inhabitants firil 
bargained for the foil with its natural proprietors and abo- 
riginal inhabitants, and afterwards purchafed, from the 
council of Plymouth the. intire right of the patentees, to 
that part of the country, and united themfelves into anew 
republic, governed by J magistrates of their, own appoint* 
jnent, agreable to laws enaftcd by themfelves, without de- 
pendance on, or protection from, their parent country. 

; " Thus," fays the author of the univerfal modern hif- 
tory, " did thofe mduftrious colonrfts find means to ere& 
•« themfelves into a republic, even though they held their 
" pofTeffions under the fandion of an original patent from 
the crown of England ; a cafe that is rave in hiftory, 
•? and can be effected only by that perfeverance which the 
true fpirit of liberty infpires." * 
After a facceffion of feveral years, in which the number 
, of inhabitants, had been eonfiderably augmented by fubfe- 
quent migrations, the colony of Mafiachufetts-Bay was 
planted, and the council of Plymouth, by their deed, ipr 
dented under their common feal, and bearing date the 19th 
of March, in the third year of the reign of Charles the firft, 
did grant to Sir Henry Rofwel), Sir John Young, &c. a 
corinderaWe part of the territory now included within that 
province with all their rights, privileges, jurifdi&ions, im- 
munities, &c. to be held from the crown, on the fame con- 
ditions on which the council had received them, and this 
" grant s was the next year. confirmed by letters patent from 
the king, und^r the great feal of England, with the ad- 
dition of other tracts of land adjoinmg, to be. held of the 
crown, in the fame manner, and with the fame privileges^ 
With which they had been before granted to the Plymouth 
council, by the inhabitants, who were, by thefe letters pa- v 
tent, created a body politic, and corporate; by the same of 
th? governor and company of. Maflachufett's Bay in New* 
England, and formed into a civil government, all the -meat- 
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%m of which, both legiflative and executive, were to 
elected by the people, and when To ele&ed,were authorized^ 
to make, ordain, and eftabiifli, all manner of whole fome 
" and reafonable laws, ftatutes, and ordinances,** Sec. to 
which the royal affent was net neceflkfy, and which the 
kin? had not a right to repeal ; and to enforce obedience 
to thefe laws by penalties and pains, extending to the lofi^ 
of limbs and life, to pardon crimes, coin money,&c f &c. and 
e?ery other privilege reouifitc to conftitute a free diftind 
ftate. 

This charter was afterwards vacated by a judgment giv- 
en in the court of Chancery at Weftminfter, in the term or 
the Holy Trinity, in the thirty fixth year of the reign of 
Charles the fecond, upon a writ of fpire-facias ; and the 
colony remained for feverai years without a charter, till 
near die revolution they imprifoned Sir Edmond Adrofs, ' 
Kng James's governor,and proclaimed the prince of Orange 
fome time before his arrival in England, refuming the pri- 
vileges of their former charter, which would have been af- 
terwards reftered, had not king William been difgufled by 
sr rtmonftrance from Mr. Mather, the colony agent,againft 
his naming the fir ft governor. 

■ Hereupon a new charter pafTeM the great fial;in the third, 
year of William and Mary, in which their former Rights,, 
were reftored, with this exception, that the appointment of 
tfceir governor, lieutenant-governor, and fecretary, was re-, 
ferved to the crown,with a right to repeal their laws within, 
the term of three years. By this charter, the right of inv' 
pofing and levying, " proportionable and reafonable aflefs- 
** ments, rates and taxes, upon the eftates and perfons of 
" all and every the proprietors and inhabitants of the faid ' 
'* province, for his majefty's fervice, in the heceffary de- 
4 < fence and fupport of his government,of his faid province, 
" and the prefervation and protection of the inhabitants 
4i there," is foiely and exprefsly lodged in the reprefenta- 
ttves of the freemen of the faid province, in general court 
auembled. 

With what reafon is it then, that the parliament exer- 
dfes this power, or with wh it juftice can the inhabitants 
of that province be (ubje&ed to double legation, and com- 
plicated taxation, for the fupport of their own, and our., 
goverameitt ? 

B 2 Connecticut* 
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.y^Gbnneaicut,. *%i Rhode Ifend-goveraments,- though 
Attled foon after* the coloqy of MaJTaehufett's Bay, and 
Upon the. fame principles, and from the fame religious grie- 
vances, had no charters until the 14th year of Charles the 
. -Second, and during all that long fpace of time,were divided 
into ftveral commonwealths, governed by their own laws, 
and defended only by themielves in their long and danger- 
ffus wars, with the neighbouring Indian tribes. 
. The charter granted them by Charles the fecond(, con- 
tained al| the privileges conferred by the ancient charter 
of Charles the firft, to the governor and company of Maf- 
sachufett's Bay ; privileges, like thole of all the other colo- . 
nies, in every reflect incompatible witfe parliamentary ju- 
rifdic^on. 

By thefe charters they continue to this time, to elc& their 
own governors, <and every other civil and military officer ; 
and to make all their own.fcws, which are not repealable 
, by the crown qr any other authority. 

■ The preamble to the charter pf Connecticut, exprefsly 
declares, that- the " colony, or the greateft part thereof, 
" was purchafed and obtained for great and valuable con- 
*' fiderations ; and the other pact thereof gained by con- 
«< que(fc,»with much difficulty, and at the only endeavours, 
** expence, and charge of the proprietors, and their aiTo- 
v dates." 

" This was indeed the cafe of the colonies in general, who 
were abandoned to their own fate, till their, fuccefsfui in- 
duftry, and increafe, rendered them objects worthy of our 
attention-. 

» I fhall not detain your lordfhip with a particular account 
of the charters of the other colonies, which is unneceflary ' 
from their conformity to thefe already mentioned : There 
aire fome things, however, in the charter of Mary land, which 
xnerit particular attention. This charter was granted by 
Charles the firft, on the 28th of June, in the eighth year ci 
hjs reign, toCsecilius, baron of Baltimore, conveying to 
him, his heirs, &c. -the fovereignty, jurifdiltion, commodi- 
ties, &c. of the province* of Maryland*, faviag' only the 
faith, and allegiance, and fovereign dominion due to the 
crown," to' be holden (like all the other colonies ) of the 
kings pf England as of their cattle of Win for, in free and 
y: common foccage, by fealty only," paying only two In- 



dian. arrows. tmmaJlj; , with a fifth part of all -gold 1*4 
filver ovc, and granting to the faid lord Baltimore, 
•« free, full, and abfolute power, for the good and happy 
*< government of the faid country, to ordain, make, enaft, 

and, under his, or their feal, to publiih any laws ivhmt- 
4t fieotr, appertaining either to the public ftate of the faid 
m province, or unto the private utility of particular per- 
'« ions, according to their heft difcretions, by and with t&ft 
f € advice and aflent of the freemen of the faid province, &c." 
with power to take away members or life, pardon crimes, 
coin money, confer titles, dignities, &c. together with th* 
following covenant, which I fhall tranfcribe for your lord* 
{hip's peruial. «• And further our pleafure is.and by thcfe 
?' prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceflbra, we do cove* 
V nan£ and grant, to, and with, the faid now lord Balti- 
*' more, his Heirs and affigns, that we, our heirs and fuc- 
'* jceuors, fHall at no time hereafter, fet or make, or caufe 
" to be fet, any impofition, cuftom,or other taxation, rate, 
" or contribution whatfoever, in and upon the dwellers 
€ \ and inhabitants of the aforefaid province, for their lands, 

tenements, goods or chattels, within the faid province ; 
" or to be laden or unladen, within the ports or harbours 
"of the laid province ; and our pleafure -is, .and for us, 
f our heirs, and fucceuors ; We charge and command, 
" that this our declaration, Hi all be henceforward, from 
*«. time to time, received and allowed in all our courts, and 

before all the judges of us, our heirs and fucce/fors, for- 
*' a fufScient and lawful difcharge, payment, and acquit- 
«• tance ; commanding all and Angular our officers, and 
•« minifters, of us, onr heirs, and fucceftors, and enjoining 
*« tl^em upon pain of our high difpleafure, that they da 
not prefume at any time tp attempt any thing to the con- 
" tcary of the premifes,qr in any fort wiihftand the fame." 
Can your lordlhip read this without acknowledging the 
juftice of the claims exhibited by the col »nies, and without 
furprkc, that aqy of his majefty's fervants fhould prefump- 
ftioufly expofe tbemfelves to their matter's high difpleafure, 
with which every mtnifter is exprefly threatened, who in any / 
manner attempts the taxation of this province *, and if the 
charters of fome of the colonies do not contain exprefi . 
daufes of exemption from foreign taxation equally pofitive, 
tfceir qimfiivn only be attributed to a pcrfuafion of 

their 
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€Bfh inutility, and not to any regard to future claims on? 
the colonies ; fmce every transaction and circumftance, 
relative to this fubject, confpires to prove that no idea of 
fubjeclmg them to parliamentary taxation was then form- 
ed, nor during a long feries of fucceeding years, in which 
this kingdom uw itfelf governed by corrupt parliaments/ 
and factious minifters and actually fuffered a revolution. 

That being rcferved for a more recent sera ; when the 
Britifh rainiftry, embarraffed by the arrears of the civil lift, 
{unable any longer to provide for the purpofes of venality 
and corruption) and tired with the reiterated importunities 
ot" their dependants, (for whom no adequate provifions 
jtould be made, as the advantage arifing from the difpofal' 
of places, was already anticipated, by reverfionary grants 
of all the mod lucrative fine cures, in the kidgdom ;) firft 
formed the defign of raifmg a revenue from the colonies ; 
and as the then prime minuter was perfectly verfed in all 
the arts neceflkry ior fecuring a parliamentary majority, he' 
thought it moft eligible for obvious' reafons to inveft the 
Britiih parliament with a new right of granting to his ma- ' 
jefty the property of his American fubjects, inftead of re- * 
Quiring aid from their general affemblies, agreeable to the 
cemftitutional practice of every preceding adrainiftration. 

The parliament, flattered with the idea of an increafe of 
power, accepted the right with which the miniftry, from 
corrupt views, had complimented them, though an actual 
innovation till then unciaimed,and 1 believe untho't of. To 
render their *pre; ten ftons to this, right the more plaufible, the 
minifter artfully endeavoured, to confound the original dif- 
tenctions which the colonies derived from their charters ; 
and contract theoi within the limits of this kingdom, and 
cpnfeqyently within the extent of parliamentary jurifdiction, 
by denying the validity of their feveral charters ; therehy 
ihfulting tne royal prerogative, by which they had beea 
cunftitutionally granted and trampling under foot the na- 
tural rights of his majefty's American fubjecls ; forgetting 
that the grants and charters from the crown, by which the 
commons of this kingdom enjoy an exclu five fight of taxing ' 
their condiments, were confirmed by the fame fov ereign 
prerogative which granted the charters and privileges of' 
tha colonies ; whicti of confequence ought to be efteemed 
as facred as our great-charter of liberty-; forgetting alfo 

that 
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that thefe privileges are vefted in the commons of this tffig* 
dom, to enable thsm to protect the property of their con 4 
ftituents, not to ufurp that of any other part of his ma- 
jefty's fubjects. 

Had the commons attended to thefe obvious particulars* 
they would neither have difpu ted a prerogative, which fup* 
ports their own political exiftence, nor u far peel that au- 
thority which by the fame prerogative is conftftmionaHy 
lodged in the aflemblies of our colonies. Bat,- hnftead of 
attending to thefe cogent reafons, they pafled the late 
ftamp-aft for granting his majefty a- revenue from the co- 
lonies, whilft they, and their condiments, were exempt 
from contributing to the donation, thereby reducing 
the king's American fabjecls to actual ftavery, agreeable tct 
the idea invariably entertained of that odious Itate. . 

Alarming as this attempt on their natural & confutation 
nal rights ought to have been, its evils were aggravated by* 
preceding grievances ; they were then involved in heavy 
debts incurred for the fupport of the late war, and which 
they were thelcfs able to discharge, by a diminution in the 
vaJue of their land, confequent to the acqutfition of new- 
territory, ceded to his majefty by the late peace ; an ac- 
quifi tion, of which their troops had been denied a (harefc 
with the reft of the king's forces ferving in America ; 
though encouraged'to expect it by his late mnjefty's pro- 
clamation ; but neither. the infult of thefe injurious . dis- 
tinctions, not the oppreffion of their debts were their only 
grievances : they were particularly erobarrafied, by the 
commercial regulations of this kingdom, and, in feyeral 
particulars, excluded from manufacturing the produce of 
their own lands for their own ufe ; a right entailed oq all 
mankind, by an eternal law of nature. 

As members of a great empire, united under one Sovereign* 
they had. tacitly Submitted to the fupcrin tending authority 
of the Brittfh parliament, in making laws to regulate the 
commercial intercourfe and connection of the whole, though 
the.y had found their regulations in fevcral inftances par- 
tial and calculated more for the particular emolument of 
this kingdom than the mutual advantage of the wliole cm* 
pire ; to thefe, however, they had mads no refiftance from 
their natural repugnance to a contention with their parent 
country, and dill continue to acknowledge our. claims, o.w 

tfcfiir 
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tlpiVcoihmerce, though I am fully convince*! fbey* ctfa 4ie> 
ivpported on no other reafonable foundation than the con- 
ccffions made by the colonics ; conceffions from which they 
have fuffer*d a variety of commercial embarraffinentSy par-^ 
ticolarly by ads of parliament againft their making Aeel* 
or erecting fteel furnaces, and againft plating and flitting* 
mills, &c. fbrmanufadurihg iron (the produce of their owfcr 
country) for their own ufes. By our reftraints an hatters/ 
and the exportation of hats, and on their logwood trade f? 
asalfo by a prohibition againft tranfporting wool or wool- 
lea manufaft ares from ont colony to another, asd likewise) 
by reducing them to the neceffity of purchaiing oar E*J 
ropear* and India goods at a price greater, by thirty or 
boztyper cent, than that at which they are fold in Holland.' 
To thefe let me add, as the effects of Grenvillian mcafuretf 
(ever ablurd and ultimately ruinous to this kingdom) the 
•ppreffiveembarraflcnents laid on the trade of the colonies*, 
to Spain and Portugal, by which they were compelled to 7 
undertake ezpenAveunneceflary voyages from thofe coun- 
tries to England, for the purpofe of landing their commo- 
dities, paying duties, and afterwards refhipping them for 
America ; and akb the reftraints on their fifhery, together 
w*th thofe regulations which eventually effected the intire 
ip€$ of that commerce with the Spaniih fettlements in Ame' 
rica, which had proved a fruitful fourco of wealth to the? 
colonies, and forniihed them with large quantitiesof diver* 
which was conftantly paid to this kingdom in return iatf 
•ur manufactures ; a lofs which was foon aggravated by 
in ad of the Britifli parliament,' for prohibiting the impor* 
lation of foreign rum into the colonies, and impofmg duties 
tb foreign fogar, molaues, &c. An aft carried through! 
both houfes of parliament, at the mftanee of the Weft Im 
dia planters, by minifterial influence* as a reward for their 
fcrvices in voting adequate a peace which, difmterefted 
pofterity wiH — — By this ad the* trade to the French* 
Dutch, and Danifh fettlements in the Weft Indies* and 
which had afforded the northern colonies' an advantageput 
baart for their bulky commodities (the profits of which uU 
timately centered in England) was ruined. 

In this i mpoveri (bed muation, ftruggling under thefeac* 
cumulated grievances, they were alarmed by the -late ftampr 
aft, which threatened the uftire fubvsrfienof xfceir freadoait 

Ma* 
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lM <m ttiafiAM proceeded by more ct&tio<lft«*d gf»doat 
advance* towardt.the obiedt of theic views, they woulc? 
<to*btlefs llavfe fucceeded in exterminating American li« 
• bitty ; tbrongh' the lfnfufpe&mg confidence which, the" 
ftoJtnie* rtpofed .in tffe eqnity and moderation of their* 
Jfcaianticbualry, «nd their natural affeafon to tfcfc king* 
4a&,.fo repugnant to a contention withf its parliament . 
But ftamp duties tferc till then unknown in America, and' 
vert granted by men over whom they had no conflitii- 
tfcnal influence and againft their expref$ remonftranees. 
They confidered that the legiflative authority of thijr king- 
dom originally cbnfifted of an afierablage ofaH who were 
to be governed by the hrtrs, rdade by this authority, and 
that th66g& the inconveniencies reflating from the general 
attendance* of all the people; had introduced the eledioq 
#f delegates, whilft .Xht king and lbrds, being fewer hi 
numucts cftntinued to aftmble perfonalty, yet the confti^ 
Rations and nature of parliament (in which £h£ colomoa 
bad not orfe delegate) was in Ao refped! altered ; they* 
Could not believe, thefeford, that therepreftntatives of this 
inhabitants of thi* kingdom, ; could jtfftly. <ontfou( th4 
property of three millions' of people iff America, born \4 
the Came rights as them/elves .: they confidered that oft 
©bey Jaws made without the afTent of the -governed wai 
the peculiar, the miferabic chataufteriftfc of ffives, and that 
they mtrfk wfecffarily be of thfe number of- thtffe unhappy 
jfotchet, if they obeyed an aft of parliament violating 
't^e exprefs privileges of their charters', and cftabliihing* 
precedent for the mnlimhted ufwrpation of their property 
4»gamft tfieir-confent. In theft eircutaftances tBey per* 
Reived tiff ncceffity of retiring; andi their opj»o{utoq£ 
though Utfguid at, firft, foon bream* more vldlgfct, $t& 
lUc&miB, 

. The ftrmnefs and utanitylty of their refinance, to ty£ 
gating *ith the happy change of adminlftrafion', protCUrcH, 
jfkc repeal 6f that unconltiruCronal aft. -Thus the teml* 
j^Kf aind precipitation of Mr. G'renvHle, .( though hi* in> 
■ftritioas #ere the mod unfavourable to the Colonies) havfc 
,'£rQdUc6i«fFe& that, mu& ultimabtly eftablifh that free* 
3jna; which a iefs audacious mini ft er might have fiiccefi 1 - 
<*jfa**v?dt&- / bus^ tha^^hif repfjii ini|^ n«t -inrvaiida% 
4*. *« ' C tfct 



t|ke righrckuned hj parliament over the eotoni'es, it wtiff 

f receded by an aft aljferting, that the Brittfh parliament,: 
as a right to make laws in aU cafes binding on the. colo- 
nics ; and .the extent of this affertion was, the next feffioas, 
declared by an ac*k impofing duties on paper, glafs, &c, 
. imported into the colonies. In this fecond attempt lor- 
taxing America, the manner was, indeed foraewhat varied, 
without alleviating the grievance ; it was dill an attempt 
, to ufurp their property againft their confent, and unge~ 
xjeroufly exclude them from the enjoyment of thofe prii 
tileges of which we ourfelves are fo tenacious. The com- 
mons of this kingdom again forgot that the end of thei* 
political existence was to fecure the rights of Britons, not 
qfurp thofe of Americans ; and again attempted to render 
|he colonies not only fubjecls tohisMajefty, but to theKing'ft 
]3riti(hfubje&s r .and to exercife over them an authority aa 
defpotic as that of the mod abfolute monarch in Europe. - 
: I bad, with pleafure, obferved the gratitude with whiln 
the colonies received the repeal of the ftamp-aA, and their 
impatience to obliterate every thought injurious to their 
parent country ; and was fenfibly grieved that they were 
HO longer permitted to continue in that happy difpofitiop ; 
and that their diftruft and jealoufy of our defigns on their 
freedom were fthfoon revived by this fecond attempt to 
vaife a revenuea(fom them by parliamentary authority ; 
a revenue wtitch became particularly grievous from the 
mode of its application ; being deftined not only to fupport 
a number of new and oppreffive officers, (who have fince 
infulted them with all the infolence of delegated power, 
and its attendant pomp, rendered more odious by the 
poignant reflection, that it is all maintained by the pro- 
perty cruelly extorted from the vitals of an impoverilhed 
people) but aifoto deftroy the juft and cdnftitutional ml- 
fluencc of their general affemblies, by rurnifliiag large fa- 
laiies to their governors, judges, and, other executive of- 
ficers (who are fuch only during the king's pleafure) 
thereby rendering them, as well as the defence of the 
country, independant on the people, and endangering their 
Security by fubje&ing them, both in life and«property, to 
an arbitrary power which they have neither delegated nor 
cntrufted to thofe by wht>m it is exercifed ; and this, my 
lord, i& adaai violation of the privilege* *et ofely of tfadfe 
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tfwn charters, but of the Magna Charta ot this kingdoms 
which in the prefent circumftances, pofitively exempt the? 
colonies from parliamentary taxation.-— Taxation and re^ 
presentation are infeperably connected by an unabrogable? 
Jaw of nature : a law coeval with the exiftence of pro- 
perty and which by our mat charter of liberty, has been 
confirmed to all Britifh Subjects, fo that if we could juftry* 
invalidate* the feveral provincial charters v and confound 
their inhabitants with the fubje&s of this kingdom, parlia~ 
Aentary taxation would ftill be unconftitutional, unlefs' 
they enjoyed an actual reprefentation ; which to pretend 
at present is an abfurdity too groft to deferve a feriour 
refutation :. and yet your lordihip's advocates are frequent- 
ly guilty of this abfurdity, which may be fufficiently ex- 
pofed, by confideringi the origin of the Englifh conftituti- 1 
tin, introduced by our Saxon auxiliaries, who after fub< 
duing the kingdom, divided the land among individuals, 
ki proportion to their rank in the nation ; and every 
freeman who by this divifion became a freeholder ; was; 
then a member of their Mitten Gemot t or ' parliament % • 
commerce had not theft introduced opulence ; and our. 
trading companies, with that vaft accumulation of wealth;, 
the public funds, had no exiftence. At that sura land** 
were the only property which could be considered as a, 
local attachment in the pofleflbr, and all who had no (hare : 
iA this fpecies of property were juftly excluded from %' 
feat in the national affembly*. The inconveniencies re- 
fulting from the perfonal attendance of every individual, 
introduced the election of delegates or reprefentatives : 
Theprecife sera of this introduction, hiftory does not de- 
termine ; it however appears from ftatute ift Hen. v. Ch, 
i ft. That every freeholder however fmall his freehold, ' 
had then a right to vote for reprefentatives for the county : 
in which he was redden t, at die date of the writ for 
ejection ; a privilege which was afterwards by ftatute viii. 
Hen. vi. ch. 7. torn from the proprietors of freeholds, not 
yielding an anual profit of forty-fliillings, who from the ' 
fmallnefs of their property, were confounded with thofe 
who were confidered as having no local or permanent at* 
tachment to the kingdom and not,-only denied a (hare ia 
its legiflations but fubjected to taxation by an a/Tembly, in 
jfhicJi they bad no reprefentation, and confcgucntly de- 
l ' C a prived 



of one of the moft valuable rights of EqgJHhmeft * 
4ft are all the ftodtholders, many of the iperchants and per- 
ibns of. extenfive property, together with the greateft part 
qf the inhabitants of this kingdom 5 and pity it is, that this- 
defeft in our prefent constitution was not remedied. 

. When the: great charter ©f Englifli liberty was grante4 
tor lung' John, local property was the only object of taxa- 
tjfen, and as all who had. freeholds, (however fmall) were 
then intituled to vote at elections, consequently none- 
were taxed but by their own reprefentajtives : Impofition; 
however having been fioce extended tt> a variety of other 
articles, affetfjng equally *hofje whp have, and have not 
freeholds, innovations have been* produced, repugnant to 
the original purity of our conftitution, which intended 
that property, the* fruit of lawful induftry, ftould never 
he taken from tl*e pone/for, without his confent : But the 
prefent deviations from this equitable intention, ought to 
be confidered, as grievances demanding redrefs, rather than 
precedents; to authorise an extenfion. of ipjqftice to the co- 
lonies,. *»' ; 

Ikn&yr, aad will acknowledge, my lord, that .the inha- 
bitants of this kingdom, who do not a&ttaily vote for mem- 
Iters of paritamemt, are not daly reprefented, but yet they 
owe obedien'cfe tQ our laws, from the benefit and protection 
tfcey receive frpm them, and the non-e^ercife of that right, 
ifhich is vefted'in every individual, to withdraw from a): 
fociety whofe. laws afe not equitable or confident with his 
Interefl ; they . are however fecuxedfrom unreafonable im* 
portions, becaufe the operabers of (he houfe -of commons, 
cannot tay them, without involving tfcemfefves. and con- 
ftjtQents in the taxation ; but (he fttuation p[ the colonies 
is very difinnilar ; as $hey have no fucji fecurity, and be^ 
fides, have availed themfelves of their natural rjght, an4 
retired to a-diftant, uncultivated country, becoming fepa- 
rate ftates, with diftinct charters and privilege^ to this- 
let me add, that hy the con fvi tut ion of this kingdom, eve*, 
ry individual poflefled of ■ a freehold, of the yearly value 
of forty- ftillipgs, has a right to an a&pai vote for repre- 
sentatives in parliament,; and though there are feverai 
ipndred thou finds of fuch freeholders in the colonies^yet- 
jiot one of thefct, has a vote for a iingle member of* the : 
|ioufeof commons \ this* ifcy Ipro*, is which alow* 

; * demonftrati* 
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ckmonftratei tlmt the colonies are not represented in m 
tiament, agreeable even to the prefent partial mode op 
reprefentation ; and incenteftibly expofes the fallacy an4 
^bfurdity qf thp arguments, urged to the contrary by your 
y IprdQiip's advocates, and fufEciently proves that the .ex> 
ttnfioa of taxation to the colonics, is doubly unjuft, as an 
infringement not only of th»ir own charters* but of ours ; 
?nd I cannot tut think* that every man, however eleratec? 
^is fituation, who advifes coercive meafures, to extort mo- 
ney from them, in an . unconftitutional manner, is influen* 
Ccd by principles as iniquitous as tfeofe which actuate the 
jobber. I need not therefore explain my opinion of the 
pjiniftcr, who could wantonly order » troops to B— n, to en- 
force a fut}miffion to his meafures. 

There are fome who, though confeious that taxing tbn 
Colonies is repugnant to jthe principles of our conftitution^ 
yet attempt to juftify it from a pretended fitnefs ^nd recli- - 
tnde in the ineafnre,and an imaginary juftiee and #ece(fity 
in compelling the colonies to contribute to the fuppoct of 

Jovernment, and repay to this kingdom the charges df 
efence and prote&ion. Thefe however are but poor pre- 
tences : their governments are maintained, at their own 
cxpence,and they owe us nothing on the fcore of protection* 
All the fubjecls of a prince, however 1 difunited into 
various ftates, are equally expoied to hoftilitits fropj an 
enemy, whenever war is declared againft their common 
iovereign ; frpm which it becoxnes a cluty reciprocally in- 
cumbent on all, to afford each other mutual aid, and pro- 
tection ; without charging any thing to the particular 
ftate againft which the operations of the enemy are princi- 
pally directed. Upon thefe equitable principles, the colo- " 

nies have ever regulated their conduct all the wars in 

which they have been engaged by this kingdom, had their, 
origin from views intirelyBritifli ; yet in every one of thefe* 
our then infant colonies, contributed their utmoft affift- 
ance : their auxiliaries invariably co-operated with our 
troops in all the expeditions againft Canada, at the attack 
on.Carthagcna, and every other operation of Importance 

t'n -America : in the war prcceeding the lad, they, at their. 
>wn motion, undertook, and, executed the con que ft of 
Louilbourg: and thereby gave peace to Europe, as that. 
$sjgk aequnition was, at the ,enfning, treaty, confident as 



tat equivalent for air Ac conquefts made by our enemies, 
irid'aflerwards reftored to France, for the recovery of pof- 
ftffions in which the colonies had not the moft diftant in- 
fereft. Their aflemblies however impofed no- taxes oa 
Creat- Britain, to recover the expence of this conqueft ; 
fhongh as diftinct ftatcs, fuch a meafure would in no ref- 
lect have been mare abfurd, than our pretence of taxing 
them, to regain the expence of our military operations irk 
America during the latt war ; a war which is the burthea 
if mmiiterial declamation, though the^mifcondudk of the 
£ofrmies in rio refpeft contributed to engage us therein : 
they continued in peace with all their neighbours, till the 
French erected fbrts in his majefty's uncultivated territo- 
ries in America, in which Great -Britain was as much in- 
icrefted as the colonies : to repel thefe encroachments, n« 
declaration of war was neceifary ; and this the colonies 
fridertook, by direction from his majefty, near two years 
fcefore any fuch declaration was publifhed ; and if Great- 
Britain chofe afterwards to enter into a general war with 
Prance, are the colonics to be charged with the enormous 
expence of that meafure ? We indeed fent troops to Ame- 
rica to oppofe thofe of France on that continent ; tut cam 
0ut afford a reafonable pretence fer raifing unconftituti- 
6nal claims on the colonies ? Had the French landed in 
Cornwall, and all the force of this kingdom been employ-' 
<rf againft them there, (hould we have expected that fingle 
&matry to have reimbiirfed the expence ? Would it have 
Been more advantageous to Great- Britain, to have enga- 
ged the French in Germany, than in America, where our 
operations were affifted by the colonies, or to have ex- 

£ aided our treafurc* in a foreign country, rather than a* 
ongft our American fubjccts.by whom it was immediately 
repaid to this kingdom, for our manufactures ? Surely* 
your lordfliip muft acknowledge that the partial diverfion 
of the war from Germany to America was advantageous' 
to this kingdom, and a, meafure which' cannot afford the 
leaft pretence for taxing the colonies, efpecially as our , 
troops v/ere fent thither not fo much for protecting the 1 
inhabitants as for extending our coaquefts to that country. 
■ The defence afforded the colonies has been either igno- ; 
rantiy or wickedly aggravated, to inflame the minds of 
Britoas, and juftify our uffirpatifos on* tiW rights of Amert- : 
* ' • * ca. 
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m. " Ijt is towera notorious, that except Nova Scotia an4 

Georgia (brats generated by minifterial favour) not one 
of the colonies received the leaft aid from our government 
in their fettlement ; and as for protection we never offered 
it to them in their infancy ; and of later years they havtf 
neither wanted nor received any, except fuch as the king'* 
navy has afforded their trade, (in common with that of 
Portugal, &c.) the advantages or which have infinitely ex* 
ceeded all the expence this kingdom ever has, or ever cast 
incur, on that account : but was the cafe otherwise, and 
had we a right to exped a contribution from the colonies;* 
V>wards the national expence, why ihould we deny then* 
the privilege of making it voluntary, and the pleating op* 
portumty of demonftratsng their affe&ions and loyalty ts> 
their fovereign, by giving him a part of their owa proper* 
ty, agreable to their natural and conftitutlonal righesi 
which to their honour they have fo often exerciied for 2us 
majefty's fervice. 

, Had we not the ftrongeft prefumption that they woalj 
till continue to afford au equitable contribution to the 
common expence, from their liberality on former occafiooi; 
particularly during the laft war. When they exerted them- 
ielve&fo unequally in the common fervice, that the Britiflt 
parliament thought it a duty to grant them considerable 
sums to compensate the disproportion of their fervice ; and 
your lordfliip will pleafe to obferve, that this conduct of 
parliament affords the mod convincing teftimony that the 
cation, at the conclufion of the laft war, thought the co» 
lonies no ways, indebted to us on the fcore of protection ; 
fince in that cafe, the grant of pecuniary compen&ttovrs; 
to thofe who had not borne an equal (hare of the public 
burthen, would have been the moft confummate abfurdityg 
if them we had no demands on the colonies prior to tie 
Conclufion of the laft war,they mud neceffarily have arUem 
jBncethat sera ; and yet it is hardly Credible that a people 
who, when few in number, were IMe to defend themfelves, 
/even in a time of war, ihould, when increafed to three 
eailKoas, and in a time of profound peace, neceffarily incur 
« debt to this kingdom for their protection : a confidcra- 
b!e number of troops have indeed been Rationed itx Ame- 
r ricsV fince the war, but for *hat piirpofe ?— Two or three 
rejjime&u might hare beta ufsfujly garilfane&in- the new 
• " * „ cosquercdL 
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4jfr^eredf provinces, though we could have had mo clairff 

On the other colonies for their fupport ; fince the emolu- 
ments anting from theft C6nquefts, have been confined 
Jblely to this kingdom (the colonies having been confidera-- 
bly impoverifhed by thefe very acquifitions) and if the 
emolument? arifing from them ar* inefficient to defray the . 
eharges of their pf efefVKtipn in a time of peace, it mud be 
acknowledged that we have abundant catffe to admire the 
sagacity and patriotifm of our peace- makers, in embark 
staffing us- with new territories, which had better have re- 
mained with their original poffeffors. — As to the troops 
which have been flattened in the old colonies', to burthen 
them with their cjuarters, and affront them with their in- 
fluence, they might better have been recalled, (and ten or" 
fifteen regiments reduced, which are now kept on the e- 
ftabfiftmeut* not from any tfeceffity in the meafure, but tor 
afford full pay to a greater number of officers,) fince the? 
colonies will hardly think themfelves obliged to fupport^ 
an army unneca&rily quartered amongft them, again ft 
their defire, and (fcationed, not on their frontiers, but id 
the heart of a populous country, with defign to reprefe 
thefpirit of liberty, and over- awe them to a timid fub> 
tfm&on to z€t* of parliament ; an uagenerbu* defign whicK 
they have been enabled the better to execute, by an aft of 
fjarlrament made foon after the ftamp act (and for the fol* 
furpofeof affifting its execution) to oblige the colonies, at 
their own expence, tofurnifh the king's troops with a va- 
riety of articles never allowed them in England, and with 
a claufe for impowering military officers, on obtaining £ 
warrant from a ju&ic* of peace (which warrant they arjt 
commanded to- HRfc without any previous* oath) to break 
open the houfes of any of the inhabitants, by night or by 
day, •* under preteftce of fearching for deferters," foi 
thefe, my lord, are the very extraordinary words of thtf 
*£t. If therefore troops have been Rationed in the colonic* 
originally burs, it has been againft their exprefi remoiy* 
ftrancesr,and not for the purpofe of defence, but oppreffipnt 
fhe charges of which they can hardly be ejrp«4ted to do 
frey. — Since therefore (as it evident) we had n6 juft de* 
snnnds on the colonies at the conclodon of the late peaces 
k is certain none cap havejuftly arifen fince that time, 
and therefore all the arguments to fupport w imagi^adf 

recated* 
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tegKtude,;aDd- fitnefi in taxing the • -colonics are. ab* 
furd. 

Meed I now, my lord, after having demonftrated both 
the illegality and. inj aft ice of taxing America, to fay any 
thing of its inexncdience ? Will nothing be fufficient to de- 
ter us from injuftice but proving its inutility ? Perhaps not 4 
at JeaftI am perfuaded nothing but the expectation of ad- 
vantage from this meafure has rendered us fo long blintj. 
iqjts. injuftice. 
.——Quid non ntirtalia pe flora cogis, Aurl facra* 

fymst ? Viae. .. 

Wha£ but avarice could fywe interrupted the conftituti- 
tmal channel in which all fiipplics from the colonies to the. 
crown had happily and conftantly flowed, and introduced 
in its' ftead an attempt for invading their charters and in- 
sulting the prerogative by which they were granted ? 
What but a prefumption in our minifters, that a parlia; 
dent granting the property of others, would grant with 
unlimited prodigality ? In taxing the colonies/the parli- 
ament was flattered with an increafe of powef, and the 
people of this kingdom with the hopes of relief from the op- 
preffion. oi accumulated taxes. But in this, the former be- 
came the tools of minifterial meafures, and the .latter, «*he> 
dupes of minifterial artifice, fince if the wjiole property 
6f all the colonies, was depofited in the Treafury of Greajp 
Bptain, t doubt whether it wpuld abolift a (ingle tax oa 
the articles confumed fthiefly by the middling, and inferi- 
or people, or in any refpeft alleviate the weight of theftr 
Complicated oppreffion. Thie extenfion therefore of parlU 
ame'ntary taxation to t^e colonies Js calculated only to pro- 
Vide new eftabli&rnentSjfor the favourites of minifters, and 
jjew fupplies for the exigences of corruption, and thereby 
^ugmeht the evils of minifterial influence,- already foenor* 
|R0us as to endanger the conftitution in thisage of venali- 
ty fince all who nave the adminiftration of public affairs, 
jind,of publiclc money, however impotent, or ignorant, are 
gr$c abte to fecure a p — —y majority for every purpofe.. 
' ' The defign of taxing the colonies was the moft abfiird and 
.fttal qpeafure ever adopted by this kingdom ; as it has al- 
.ready dirriiuifhed our commerce to America, which was 

principal. fu'pport, and^muft.ultimately prove its ruin ; 
^ilftthe impbfitions for' which \?e huye ib greatly iufFbr- 
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etl ar^rfcarce fuiftdeut to pay the (Warms of officers emjfloy- 
cd in coUe&injphem through the wide extent of the king's 
American provinces. Before the adoption of thefe mea- 
sures, the produce of all their circuitous trade, as well at 
of their induftry* was conftantly remitted to this kingdom, 
iri return for our manufactures ; nor is it pofiible by taxes 
to extort a Angle farthing from them* More than the futil 
of this produce ; aH therefore that is involuntarily drawn 
from them by impofitions ooiuft neceflarily be faved by dl- 
fioiriiflunz. the cbnfumption of our commodities ; and when 
we confidtr the expence neceflary to colled thefe impofi- 
tions in a country where djiey are odious, and where all 
Attempts to elude the vigilance of officers of the revenue* 
'will be favoured and affiftfcd by the people, itrauft be evi- 
dent that we are Ultimately loofcrs by thofe very taxes, for 
which we havejuftly forfeited the confidence and affedioft 
df our American fellow-fubje&s. The manufacture of 
'coarfe woolen and linen cloths, by the middling and infe- 
rior people in the northern colonies, has been eftablifhed 
ever fince their fettlement, and is the only expedient by 
which the labouring families could find employment there 
during thofe long winters, in which they are buried ig 
ihow, and. which preclude all but dome&ic labour : more 
than this it was neither theft- interefi:, nor inclination to 
ifnanufkftufe before the ftatnpafl: : That meafure however , 
iecefiarity engaged thedji to extend tfaeir manufa&ures,nfcj 
only to revenge our injuftice,but becaufe they were there- 
by rendered unable to pay for our commodities : a g«nena 
f evolution of manners then extended itfelf to all rank? of 
people among them, and, the (pint of induftry, frugality 
and deconomy, fen£tified by the erithtffiafm of liberty, and 
patriotism, rendered even ladies of diftinftion in that 
country, ambitious of drefting in garments ipun with tbeiy 
own hands, nor did this fpirit immediately fubfide by th? 1 
repeal of the ftarap-afi ; and accordingly we find that. the 
fum of our exports to America in 1 766, were lefs than* 
they had been the preceding year :— A little time however 
would have reftored our trade, had not difeuft and frugfr 
lity been revived in the colonies, by a fubfequent ad of 
parliament for impofing duties upon Ac importation of 
Britiih commodities into America* 

Theri 
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.There is a prolur grievance in thefe duties, is. veil u 
i& their application. The colonics wei^ prohibited From 
purchafing thefe commodities except from Great Britain, 
and their price being greatly enhanced/by the impofitions 
laid on the manufacturers in this kingdom, (which are ul- 
timately paid by the Americans) it cannot but be uh> 
reafonable to load (hem with additional duties when idi? 
{sorted into the colonies, even if the right of parliament 
had been ondifputcd. But the policy of this meafure was 
fell more wretched ; it not only revived the difguft of t^.e 
Americans but operated as bounties on their own manii- 
fji&iires, and is I Relieve the firft iqfiance in which duties 
were ever charged on commodities intended for exportation 
|n fimilar circumftances ; and when the inhabitants of this 
Jdngdom are informed that within .the laft fix months, 
Jcarce a news-paper has been printed in New England,ex- 

St pn paper manufactured there, and that the manu- 
ure, not only of all the commodities charged with the 
late duties, but of a variety of other articles, is actually 
undertaken ; will they applaud the fagacity of thofe mea- 
iures which have engaged the colonies, to enter into com- 
. ^nations againft importing our goods, and which natu- 
rally tended to ruin our commerce by promoting osconomy 
and manufactures among them, thereby rendering them 
independant, and accellerating their difanipn from this 
kingdom : thefe, my lord, are impending evils ^ith which, 
we are actually threatened at a time when opprefled with 
. jt .moft enormous debt, when pur trade is univerfaUy de- 
clining, and our manufacturers ftarving for want of em- 
ployment ; nor can any thing avert t^efe evils, but an iai- 
. -snediate cordial reconciliation with die injured Americans. 
. ynited with them we (hall be a flourtfhing, an invincible 
people ; but whenever a feparation enfues, our declepfion 
jnuft neceflarily be the confequence, whilft America, from 
ier natural, local, and inherent refources, muft, after va- 
rious vicUfitades, ultimately become a mighty empire. — 

The affairs of the colonies have now arrived at the der- 
nier extremity ; happy would it have been for us if our 
meafures had not compelled them to determine the ex- 
tent of parliamentary authority, with fuch rigid exactnefs; 
but the fpirit of oppofition is now univerfally eftablifltfd 
: ju the colonics, and, by reafon and habittde of thinking, 

D % IQ 
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fo fully confirmed* that nothing more than a temporary 
fubmimon to parliamentary impofitions will ever be ob- 
tained from them except by violence : they have indeed 
fu/pended their refiftance at prefent, expecting from the 
new parliament that redrefs which is their due, (hould this 
be denied them, I muft inform your Iordfhip, that from 
the judgment which i refidence 6f more than twenty yean 
in the different colonies, and fome knowledge of their dif- 
pofition and deiigns has enabled me to form, I fear that 
the prefent tranquility in that part of America;may fuffer 
an interruption "which (inconfiderable as your lordflnp's 
"dependents affect to reprefent the colonies) maybe attend- 
'ed with unhappy confequences ; and perhaps hoftile mea- 
sures will be the only alternative to a repeal of the late 
feels. Muft we not then rcfolve either to renounce our 
pretentions on the colonies, or to butcher their inhabitants ; 
if this (hould be the que ft ion, no man of common huma- 
nity would hefitate a moment in forming his refolution* 
on this fubjcc*t, after the illegality, injuftice, and in-expe- 
dience of taxing them has been clearly and inconteftibly 

' demonftrated ; but this kingdom has the peculiar bleffing 
of minifters Who are aduated by more elevated principles 
than thbfe of juftice, or the public good ; and if we may 

4 credit the intelligence retailed from the daily papers* con* 

* cefning the refolves of our righteous and patriotic admj- 
niftration, we may expedt an armament will be foon or- 

' dered to America, tQ imbrue their hands in the blood of 
{heir countrymen. A meafure at' which every individual 
muft flmdder, who is not; Heeled againft the fenfations of 
humanity. To deter you from this horrid attempt, it it 
necefTary to expofe'the ruinous confequences which mqft 
refult therefrom, it happily an attention to thefe, may 
have any influence on your conduct. 

The force of this kingdom, compared to that of the co- 

" lonies, is a fubjeel which I would cautioufly avoid ; but 
as tniftakes in this' particular may be attended with the moft 
fatal confequences, by encouraging malevolent minds, to 
avail themfelves of an imaginary fuperiority.to perpetu- 
ate injuftice ; I think it neceffary to *uggeft to your lordlbip, 
that a militia of eight hundred thoufand men, naturally 
b*ave an( * hardy, habituated from childhood to the excrr 
-cife erf arms, <md aaiiuated with -the cnthufiafm of liberty, 

oy 



[ 2 9 '] 

or driven to defpatr, might refift a greater force, than ft 
will ever be confident with the fafety of this kingdom to fend 
on an expedition fo diftant. 

There can be no deception in their number, which is ac- 

* . curatcly afcertained by a poll tax, on all male adults in the 
colonies ; and as they are all (except Penfylvania) provi- 
ded with a militia law, from which no male inhabitants be* 
twecn the age of fixteen and fixty is exempt ; and are be- 
fides familiarized to hunting and the ufe of arms ; I can- 
not but think them as fit for fervice in a rough woody A- 
merrcan country, as any regiments which your lordfhip can 
order thither (on that juft and humane expedition) thofe 
4nly excepted, who have already ferved in that country. 
"Whether therefore we ihould be able to fubject the refift- 

. ing colonies, by force, is with me a queftion ; at lead the 
Helvetic Cantons, the United Provinces, & Corfica, afford 
pertinent proofs of the difficulty in fubduing an inconsider- 
able people engaged in, and animated by the caufe of li- 
berty. 

God forbid that the force of the colonies fhould ever be 
.oppofed to their parent country, or that this kingdom, by 
hoftile meafures mould ever drive them to actual refinance 
and detefted be thofe peftilential wretches, who would pro- 
"more fuch mutual, fuch unnatural, deftrultion ; but mould 
-their diabolical councils be adopted, and their execution be 
-attended with all the fuccefs necetfary to gratify their in- 
-human wifhes ; in (hort ihould we by fuperior force reduce 
. 'the colonies to the molt abject fubmiffion, what are to be 
the happy fruits of our cruelty and injuftice ? What ad- 
vantage can we poflibly derive from a people opprefled and 
difaffetted by the unrighteous exercife of power ? Will they 
. when thusdifgufted and difcouraged, improve that preca- 
rious property, whofe pofTeflion mutt: depend on the arbi- 
trary will of a parliament, in which they have neither re- 
prefentation norconftitutional influence ? Or will they, by 
unparallelled induftry, continue to fupport a circuitous ex- 
tenfive trade to acquire money from foreigners to pay our 
illegal taxes, or pur chafe our manufactures ? No, my lord, 
the ruin of the colonies mud ruin our commerce, and o- 
verturn the pillars of (late.. But could they be. fubjected 
at lefs expence, would fuperior force authorize injuliice ? 
£hall a generous and humane nation, that Jus £6 often 

protected 
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fftrte&ed thcltberties of others* md not only fedt for th* 
ftmggHngCorficaB9> but detefts that policy which has 
JKicd them rebels* be inflamed into aa unnatural attemj^ 
to tear from her children, by violence, the only privilege 
which constitutes the diftincTton between freedom and fia* 
Very ? No, I have better hopes I 

The People of Great Britain ever juft, are recovering 
from the delufion of arinifteria! artifices ; truth is beaming 
through the midft of icurrility and fallhood, in which it 
has been invelloped by your Mentors and others fcribblera 
unworthy to be named. (Venal wretches, whofe dufaefii 
end ignorance can only be equalled by their impudencjt 
*nd falfity, and whofe total want of argument fufficientljr 
precludes them from the charge of fophi&ry.) They per • 
ceive the abfurdity of charging the colonies with want of 
duty, whiift our conduct towards them is unnatural ana 
eppreffive ; they reflect, that before the late ftamp-a# # 
Aone of his majefty's fubjects were more diftinguifhed. for 
loyalty and obedience, and that as we have confefledly 
been the aggrefibrs in the preient cpnteft, all the conse- 
quences are juftly chargeable on ourfelves. They confide^ 
that thofe who will trample under foot the liberties of 
one Jjart of his majefty's fubje&s, will not hefitate in vio- 
lating thofe of the reft ; that it is the fame party that ety» 
deavours to reprefs the fpirit of freedom in this kingdom 
that would enflave the colonics, and that the feme men 
and principles which perpetrated the maiTacre on the jcjth 
ef May, hare ordered troops to America. 

The friends of Britiib and American liberty, thus en- 
lightened, perceive that they have the fame intereft, and 
the fame enemies, and will execrate the authors of their 
mutual oppreffien. 

It is abfurd, my lord, to pretend that the dependance of 
the colonies cannot be fecured but by thefe unconftitution- 
al meafures ; if there is any man who cannot form an i- 
dea of fupremacy without the right of taxation, he may read 
it in the hiftory of our colonies where he will find them 
enjoying an excJufive right of taxation, whilft the executive 
authority of government was lodged in the crown and its 
reprefentatives, and the Britifh parliament by its laws re- 
trained and regulated their commerce for our mutual ad* 
vantage; upon theic principles, apd w^h theft connection]*, 

their 
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their dependant? wis fufficiently fecured, and the parent 
country was content with the juft exercife of her fuprema- 
cy, to which the colonies with underrating con&ancj yield* 
eda fubmiffion truly filial ; whilft the fruits of all their in- 
doflry, ultimately centered in this kingdom, as naturally as 
ftreams run to the ecean ; 'till this happy intercourse of 
mutual advantage and affe&ion was unneceffarily and wan* 
tonly interrupted by thofe peftilential meafures, which w» 
Save not yet refolded to renounce ; and which you, my 
lord have purfued with an avidity which has reduced the 
affairs of America to the moft alarming titration : whea 
jou unhappily aflumed the adminiftration of thefe affairs, 
|fcU was quiet in the colonies, but eager to ad the part of 
fc fpirited miniftet, you wantonly wrote a letter dictated by 

•qmal— and to the governor of Mafiachufett's Hay; 

relative to the circular letter of the houfe of rcprefentativct 
fax that refpe&able province, which you imprudently (tiled 
* c a meafureofa moft dangerous and factious tendency, calcu* 
*' lated to inflame the minds of his majefty*s good fuhje&s 
" in the colonies,, to promote unwarrantable combinations, 
" to excite and encourage an open oppofition to, and de* 
nial of, the authority of parliament, and to fubvert the 
" true principles of the conftitution," and by making aa 
tin warrantable requifitipn, diflionoured the royal prcroga* 
live. 

To petition the kins for a redrefs of grievances, is the 
acknowledged right of every fubjed, and to ftigmatize an 
invitation to exercife this right, with the fcurrilous and 
opprobious epithets which I have juft recited, and require, 
the reprefentatives of a free and refpeftable people to ref- 
cind this invitation of a former houfe, and threaten their 
refufal with a deprivation of their political exiftence, was 
an example of minifterial arrogance but rarely obferved in 
this kingdom * ; and the humiliating reception with 
which it was attended, would have been naturally predic- 
ted by any perfon moderately acquainted with the temper 

of 

* To offer to the reprefentatives of a free people, the alterna- 
tive of an implicit fubmifllon to an arbitrary mandate, of inftattf 
d involution ii a meafure fimilar to that exercifed towards theEnglifljt 
Houfe of Commons, in the arbitrary reign of James the Fir ft, 
which that aftembly by a vote, juftJy declared, a violation of the 

freedom 
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of thofe to rthqm it was addrefled. But as the charafie? 

gf a .fpirited minifter was the principal object of your am? 
-bition, you refolved not to defift from your attempts by a 
fingta repuJfe. " Mene incepto* defijiere vittam". was 
a frequent foliloquy, which produced a refolution of af- 
fording the nation fome convincing proofs of your amazing 
intrepidity ; and the menacing infults of the officer of th* 
cuftoms at Bofton. having produced a trivial diflurbanc* 
among a few of the populace there, you bravely procured 
a. refolution of council for fending a military fofce to that 
province. If men of prudence, and difcernment, have till 
lately pitied the ignorance and prejudice which promoted 
lihat meafure, the unhappy confequences, with which it 
-will foon be attended (if our fears are not premature) wilf 
neceflarily raife our indignation. A bare report of the 
deftination of thefe troops, has occafioned a meeting of the 
town of Bofton, with a&s and refolves as fpirited as your 
lordftiip's conduct ; and the(e have already produced a 
committee of convention from almoft all the towns in that 
province, and engaged the inhabitants to provide them? 
fclves with arms under pretence of expecting a War witty 
France ; if elFe&s like thefe have refultcfd from the bar? 

expectation 

freedom of the Houfe. The general affembly of MaflachufettV. 
Bay, is the Houfe of Commons of that province j nor could it*l 
deliberations be conftitutionally free on any requifuion,whillt over- 
awed by a penalty, annexed to their refufal. 'Tis this penal man-: 
-dare, that has been the fource of every di /order at Bofton, -fubfe- 
quent to that unconftitutional meafure, and which are the portea-. 
f uous efFc&s of your fpirited conduct, -that bas a natural and ne- 
.ceffary tendency to alienate irrecoverably, the affeflion of hisMa- 
jefty's American fubje&s, and render them our future enemies j 
alanning ideas ! » To thefacls urged in the former 

part of this letter, to prove the independence of ihe colonies, I 
might have al ledge d what I then forgot, that in the reign of Charles 
the Fit ft, when the parliament was meditating a bill relating to the 
external regulation of the colonies ; fhe two houfes received a mef. 
fa^.e from his Majefty, informing them, that the colonies were the 
king's colonies, and not the objects of parliamentary legiflation ; 
and ihat the privy council would take order in the matters relating 
tc; them, and the bill was accordingly UmI afid*. Anofher argu- 
ment in their favour is, that the houfe of Lords', which . is the fu-i. 
preme court of judicature in this kingdom, has never exercifed any 
judrcia) authority over the colonies j the dtrnkr refort in a-11 appeal* 
Jxpm Ameiica, having been iavariably, to disking in council. 
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txpe&ation of trdops among tllcm, what unhappy, wta( 
atard^ng ccmfeqiiences may we ndt eipe& from their a<£hiit 
arrival, sit leaft, if they obftrudk the execution of the civU 
government,' rjr irritate the people by any alts of violence ;f 

E tfhAt 

+ Since this letter was firiUhed for fche jprefs, advice has been re* 
cejvcd that the troops ordered from Halifax to Bofton, to appeal* 
" diforders of riiinifterial creation, hive arrived and landed without 
ctopofitftn from the Inhabitant! $ ail event which has afforded caufe 
of triumph to the miftaken enemies of American freedom, Who 
vainly boa$ of it, as a trial of ftrergth and courage, between tttist 
kingdom and the colonies $ and the friends of Mr. G- e, hayo 
from- this* experiment taken occasion to lament that (imilar mea~ 
lures had not been purfued, for enforcing the ftamp-acl j deluded! 
ttbrtals ! who know not that the very object of your exaltation la 
' ptejp»tnt with the moft alarming evils ; after the colonies have ex- 
poled their grievances and implored juftice, if inftead of attending 
to their complaints, we have treated them with menacing fcurrility, 
and fent an armed force to intimidate and reprefs the fpirit of li- 
berty among them j who that is acquainted with human nature* 
but mujl know, that laflfing enmity will fucceed their former affec- 
tion to this kingdom ;— refenfment will actuate men to revenge 
themfelves even it the expence of their own advantage,and that the 
Americans are not, inftnttble to this paffion, is a troth which the 
merchants and manufacturers of this kingdom may too foon expe* 
- fience, and we mail then learn to eftimate the^value of American 
commerce from the confequences attending its lofs. ' <> If your 
lord (h ip ever expected* that the inhabitants of Bofton would oppofe 
the landing of the Ring's troops, yon certainty knew very little of 
their temper or defigns : they acknowledge his Majetfy's "g&t to 
ftation his troops in any part of his dominions, where fhey ajro 
thought nece&ary, provided they are kept in fubje&ioir to the civil 
m authority * and as they have not even, refuted the payment of thoffe 
* impofitions, which they deem unconstitutional, could it be expeetaA 
thai th'ey would refift a m'eafure which they acknowlege to be a legal 
exercife of the Ring's prerogative ? fiirety not.-i— -Every circUm- 
ftxnce however, relating to this fubjec^domonftnrtes that their con* 
duct has in no relpecl: feeen dictated by fear, but a regard to the ro- 
tareft of the colonies in general (which they are unwilling to injur* 
by imprudence- or raftinefs) and to the laws and government of their 
country in particular,- which they declare themfelves refolved ** 
oWerve with the utmoft exa&nefs ^ and to Countenance no one in a 
deviation from this refolution, fully perfuaded that the Pafft Ce- 
mitatus when hrgaHy called in arid of the civil authority, wiHbeablo 
to preferve to them the enjoyment of their rights^ again ft any force 
which may attempt their invanon. The number of male adults 
who paid the poll-tax in. 1767, within the four New-England colo- 
nies only, amount£4t» two hundred and thirty thousand ? as all 
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what advantage you could poffibly propofe from this 
oieafure, I cannot conceive; but from the number of 
the lb troops, they could not be intended to exterminate 
the inhabitants, or oppofe (he civil authority in that 
country, and if you fuppofed they would ever be called to 
it 1 * fupport, you have betrayed a culpable ignorance, fmce 
except their governor, and a few of his venal junto* 
provincial magiftrate will be found fo fteeled again ft (he 
fations of juRiceand humanity ,as wantonly to order tr- 
io fire on an unarmed populace, and repeat inAmcrica 
tragic fcene exhibited in St, George's Fields. 

In ihort, the inconfiderable number of troops which you 
fcave ordered to Bofton, could only ferve to irrkate 
inhabitants, and produce thofe confequences which 
enfued, and which before that meafure was fully adopt 
were fully predicted, and 1 wiih for the fake of pofti 
you had regarded thefe predictions. Irritating the colo- 
nies, is like maltreating a growing youth, who will foon 
be able to revenge his injuries ; fince according to the moll 
accurate calculations, their inhabitants double once in 

< twenty five years, and their numbers agreeable to this ra- 
pid increafe in another century, will amount to forty cjf 1 
millions. The time therefore mu ft foon arrive when or 

* motives than force will be requifitc to fecure the depeu- 
dance of the colonies ; and it will then be of importance to 
this kingdom to have preserved their affection by a juft and 
parental treatment. » 

The increafe of the colonies cannot be prevented ; let 
ns then convert it to our advantage, and recover their na« 
rural efteem and confidence by difclaiming all unconftitu* 
tional pretenfions on the rights they have fo long enjoyed, 
and contenting ourfclves with jheir voluntary aids, ami 
the advantages we derive from reltraining their commerce 
• ^ r - to 

thefe coropofe a militia regularly trained, you will not be fo weak 
or vain as to imagine that the petty armament which you hate or- 
dered to Bofton,has produced any other effect than that of inrptring 
the inhabicanti with difguftand rcfentment. No, my lord, the co- 
lonies have never wiftied fur a reparation from Great-Britain ^ how 
foon they may, a farther purfuit of violent meafiires- may foon de* 
terminer but whenever that happens, the conferences will rti- 
Jiap* teach your Jordfhip, that their fubjecYton is not to be feowred 
by a miltr*rv f«*riv much lefshy y y r oflkial mandate*, important 
a* they may appear to ycudclf. 
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to the iharmcli of oar own interell • advantage* from 
whid^thit kingdom receives manually two mums 
fum which carnod'us triumphantly through the laft war, v 
if we may -credit the-publie- declaration of the .greateft 
patriot that ever admmiftered the - affair* of this ? nation. 
And do you, my lord, endeavour to procure the recall of 
thole troops which have been fo unneceflarily ordered to 
Bolton, to create rather than appeaie diforders ; and dis- 
place a governor,* whole artful, fediou* and malevolent 
conduft towards die province in which" he pfefides, has 
long rendered him deteftible in America, and who has ex* 
pom the dignity of his 6ffice to contempt by a fordid ava- 
rice, which defcends fo low as to expoie la . fide., in - the 
ftrec|s ; oCihis -re(idet*ce r and by hfeows- fervant*, thc^vcry 
greens produced in the provincial garden. 

By apurfuitof thefetoeafuras/ thaprefent evils may 
be averted ; by neglecting them, I fear the pernicious con*, 
ffeftience* will loon teach it6, fib revere the' equity and mo» 
demtion-of a €*mbdeu 9 Rockingham* Cbath*m K \Bartyi and 
other flluftrious patriots, whole virtue like that of Ariftides 
the* juftj 'denied vflemv even to- the meafures of their 
country, when incompatible with jnftkc,.and whet ate per- 
petuating their memory, on the nobleft of all plans, that 
df doing good. r- , ~ 

Suique fui memores, *Ifos fecere merendo. Via*. 



r *]%€&, my lord*, are men- who may then furvive l to -re* 
ceivc from their ruined country; die melancholy glory of 
her acknowledgment, that their councils if regarded woul di 
fcave&vedher * Whilft Britons taught by fatal experience,* 
wfll execrate the author* of. thofe . meafures; which will 
tare proved their rum. r Asa return to jnftice, and mo-»* 
deration is ftill pofiible; it depends on: your lordfjiip to de- 
termine, whether you* will be Urthe number of the latter t* 
and yours mud be the confluences of your choice, 




nolis fanm curres hydffkvs* 



I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's 



Moft humble Servant. 
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C ON TAIKINO 

A U T T 5 R 

£tfTHQR of a PAMPHLET, 

The Constitutional Right of the 
Legislature of Creat-Britaih, 
to Tax the British Colonies in 
America, &q. 

SINGE the foregoing letter was fent to the prefl, { 
• have perufed your pamphlet, and find you to be th# 
firft perfon who has had the honefty to acknowleg* 
that the colonies cannot be taxed confident with 
the rights of Britons/ and the prefumptioA v» 
affect that they ought not to be allowed thofe rights : an 
affertkm fo very extraordinary, that I cannot but think it 
deierves reprehenfion. You profefs to have rio private m- 
tereft in the publication of your fagacious letters, i>ut theife 
are many circumftances which confpire to render it appa*» 
rent that your profeffions are by no means juft or fincere, 
race in many parts of your venal production, you evidently 
betray a conference of the weaknefs and futUty of your 
f»wn reafoning, which has engaged you, to difpofe the 
fubjecT: in a variety of attitudes, that by a multiplicity of 
weak and fatacious arguments, you might fupply the want 
one juft and folid reafon, and by laboured artifice* cqq* 
foqpd the natural diftin&ionS between right ajid wrwg, . 

You 
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. iTou begin by obferving that from the firft fettlement; , 
of our American colonies to the prefent period, it is im« , 
poffible Jo find ".one inftance of conduit in the miniftry, 
«« and Jegiflaturc of Great- Britain, tending towards the. 
" eftabliihment of any fyftem of government natural and, 
** proper to their fituation and condition as provinces." 

It is indeed true, that no provision was made for fub- 
je&ing them to that uujuft fubordinatioa, which you call . 
provincial government, and I have in the foregoing letter 
fufficiently proved that no idea of that fpecies of govern* . 
ment was formed before the fatal *cra of GrenvilKan ad- 
mfoiftration ; but a more equitable and advantageous con-, 
ftitufiou was originally eftabliihed in the colonies by the. 
king, and recognized by the parliament of this kingdom, 
on principles Q>ecified in their charters which inveff their 
ajflemblies with the exclufive right of making laws for their 
government and taxation, but at the fame time, ampler 
iecure to the king their allegiance, to the nation their con? 
neclion, and to themfelves the indefieafible rights of En« 
^iibmen. 

To defiroy a government eftabliihed on tbefe wife and. 
equitable principles is the laudable defign of your difinter* . 
efied undertaking ; for this purpofe you introduce a com* 
mentary on the arguments of a great politician, who de-. 
nied the right of parliament to tax the colonies, yet af-. 
ferted the fovereignty of the parenjt country in regulating 
their trade. This you call a political abfurdity, and en* 
deavour to maintain that fovereignty cannot exift without 
a.' right of taxation, But you ought to remember that the , 
ipvereignty allowed this kingdom, by the colonies, is limit- 
ed to commercial regulations, and was not aflumed by 
Itgrliament before the latter part of the reign of Charles 
the fecond, and in oppoQtion to remqnftrances made by 
tjie colonies and in violation of their fixppofed rights ; yet 
ff om this aflumption you endeavour, as a necefTary confer . 
Quince, to. fupport the right of taxation ; it being an ab- 
furdity of reafoning peculiar to yourfelf to attempt thai 
faRification of one wrong by another. But to expoie the 
futility of your arguments on this fubjetf, and prove that 
taxation is not neceflarily conneclcd with fovereignty, \ 
ihall tranferibe a- few fentences from the great Locke, • 
"whpfit reafons are neither partial or applicable to any 
particular people, but to every government on earth. 
• Vid. Treatife ob Government. M Tllc 
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' andia it of the whole oommotYtfealth n<[ii^i iy 

r, and it « joffly death to dBbhcy or di%ttte*dM? 
M mottdaxtgeromor nnrcafccableor^ them; but y*t W 
''fie that the ferjean^ who ootid ctwownd afoktter to 1 
. march up to the mouth of a cannon, or hand ia a breach.' 
** . where he is ahnoft fore to perifh, camx* rcwnmaiul *W 
**ibidier to give him one penny of his money ; and tfcfc* 
*' general leho cao condemn him to death, fix dafettia ** 
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«f joU-potV not obeying his npoft defperaxe.ordcrs, can- 
« c QQt yet with all hisabiolutejpower of life and death, dif- 
««« pofe of one farthing of that foldiefs efface, or ieise 
»** .one jottpf his goods, whom yet he can command to 
: Vr.ew^ Q<ier thbg, and hang for the Jeaft difobedience, 
*' hec^fei%c|i blind obedience was neceflary to that enid 
*f fop whicji the commander has his power, v js. the pre- 
'Vfervatioa of the reft : but the difpofal of his goods has 

nothing, to do with " 
t** *Ttftrue, government cannot be fnpported without 

* ** charge, and it is fit every one who. enjoys a fhare 
- €C of the protection fhail pay ont of his eftate his propor- 

• tkm for the maintenance of it ; but dill ttmnft be with 
M;Jus^ownconftnt,/^ «?/»/>ir/ aft}t majority givingit either 

. % Wthemfclyetor their reprtfentativts ebofen ky them. For 
if jujy one ihali claim a power to lay and levy taxes on 

V the people by his own authority, without fuch confent 
•* .©f the people, he hereby invades the Jaw of property 

V and fubverts the end of government ; for what property 
have I. in that which another may by right take when* 

*? ever hepleafes tohimfelf." . 

Theft,. Sir, are irrefutable arguments, urged by tM 
igftAt Locke, for no partial purpote, long before the idea 
^pf taxing the colonies was ever conceived ; and their ir« 
. fefiftaWe cogency, neceflarily overthrows every argument 

^contained in your pamplet, and inconteftibiy demonftrates 
,^bat Xhe.cplomei cannot be taxed by parliament, con&fteftt 
. with the principles of juftice and die Bririfh conftitiitioiU 
rlt -israbford to pretend that theft arguments have no ap- 

I location to the colonies ; they are pertinent to all who 
ave property, -and you muft neceflarily exclude the very 
, Me* of property from the colonics in your new unwar- 
t> ran tabk» fyftem of .provincial government, or acknowledge 
, that it cannot be taken from them by the Britifh legifla- 
ture> in which they are unreprefentecV 
, ; j . . Much has been faid on die fubjedt of reprefentation 
. wnh defign to prove, byfaladous fophiftry,in oppofiuonto 
. common fenfe, that the Americans are reprefented rapar- 
. liament ; for this purpofe the idea of an imaginary virtual 
. reprefentation has been introduced ; and fit has been af~ 
ferted that |he honfe of commons does not npre/ent theft, 
bj whom Us members arc clec\cd # but the whole Brit^fh 

Empire 
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Empire coBefiivery. This is indeed as afieni'a which 
cannot be fapported by one fad or circn mft ance, thdngjl 
it is oppoCtd by hundreds ; b:xt to expose its falfity,I need 
only afk, what part of tic nation the reprefentarives for 
London, confolt on any dubious or critical qncftion ; and 
to whom does that or any ether corporation represented . 
in parliament direcr its inftru&ions on important and diffi- 
cult occafions ? Is it to the members cledod by themfelvei, 
or to thofe chofen by any part of the community indtf- 
criminately ? Is it not always expeded, that the repTeflbV 

' tatives of a particular corporation, deliver the ientiments 
and a£t agreeable to the infractions of the corporation by 

-them reprefented ? The natural and obvious anfwers to 
thefe queftions will fufficiently demonftrate that the idea 
of a virtual or implied reprefentation, is wholly falacious. 

I have in the foregoing letter acknowledged that the 
inhabitants of Great Britain, who, for want of real pro- 
perty, do not vote for members of the houfe of commons, 
are not reprefented therein ; but yet they owe obedience fo 
cur laws, from which they receive protection, and to which 
they voluntarily fubjeft themfelves, by continuing to refine 
tinder their government, and are amply fecured in their 

•Jibertks, by the equal and full enjoyment, and protection 
of thofe laws, made for the government of the freeholders 

■ and legifUtors themfelves ; and thefe laws being not fat* 
tial but general, thofe who have not the benefit of repire- 
fentation, can fufFer no penalties or exa&ions, to whid 

: the land-holders and their delegates are not cqnaWy cs> 

. pofed ; which is to them an important and fufficient 
curity ; fince as the great Sidnej declares, « f the hazard */* 
being ruined by thofe «who muft perijh with as, is not ]i 
9i much to be fearid as by thofe who ?nay be enriched by out 
dejtruttion ; this being under Cod, the befi anchor <Wf 
«• have % it defer vet to be preferved with all care* 9 The 
colonies however have no fuch anchors of fecurity ; on 
the contrary thofe who iaipofe taxes upon them, profit 
by the impofitton, as the laws by which they are levied, 
are partial, and enrich rather than impoverifli the people 
and parliament of this kingdom, by whom they are made : 
in this date, what fecurity can the colonies poflibly have 
againft an abufe of power, when inftead of thofe reftraints 
on die iegulative authority, which fecure the people of this 
y Jdngdom, 
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. fcngdotft, tfofc %fy wlvony they aire governed", are urged? t6 
Joppreftfckem, by the irrefiftable faggeftions frfelf inttr#$ > 
Infhort if the colonies aretaxedby paliament, they mutt be' 
tompetied to' an involuntary fubjedion, to an arbitrary 
i power, exetxMed over them by men, to whom they hate 
neither delegated or efitrufted It, and oyer whom they hate 
•atf refirainmg influence, for their fectirity and prtfcrvi- 
* tion } and if this is not flavery I Would be glad of a more 
jierfed definition of that ftate. For my part t can difc6- 
*et no difference between their fituatiftn and thit of : a 
-Turjciih Have, except thajt hi one cafe, the tyranny is : e$- 
rercifed -by an individual, and in the other by ibme hun- 
dreds, whofe oppreffion will naturally be left ibf>portabty; 
as their wants will be' more numerous? 

The arguments of the greateft. and ihbft dignified law- 
yer in this kingdom, in favour of the colonies; are the next 
objc&s of your animadverfion ; theft you attempt to mva*- 
Jidate by aflerting, "that the luxuriant stod difpotfe 
*« branches of prerogative were lopped off at the r£voIu> 
M tion :" Brit I muft beg leave to' inforta you, that what- 
ever limitation the king's prerogative received at that time, 
lis power. of granting freedom to his fubjetis, fuffered'nb 
fEmmiitton ; and to qfTert that the royal charters, granted 
/she colonies, cannot exempt them from parliamentary tais 
ntion, betrays the mod cOnfummate ignorance of our or?- 
jprial confiitution. That the power of parliament withii 
Its jnft extent, and over the proper objeds of its legiflatipn', 
£fcat is over all tjiofe afiembled therein either peffonally or 
by reprefcntation, and afleriting to the laws therein made> 
|s and ought to be fupreme, every one will acknowledge ; 
hut to extend the authority of this affembly' to thdfe what 
j&ave no voice, connexion or inftuenle thef em, fs unnatural*, 
and repugnant to the principles and policy of our cbnfti* 
futiqn. 

. The inhabitants of the colonies, white thef tbinpotcS i 
part of this kingdom collectively, and continued to affein* 
ble in parliament, either by themselves or their dfefefeates; 
Were juftly fubjed to its fbvefeign authority ; but thw au* 
ihority naturally ceafed, when impatient of the g^evantfctf 
they fuffered under its juritdiclion,' they quitted 7 the com- 
munity, and with the confent of their sovereign retire*! tcf 
at diftant uncultivated country, and became <uftin& ffetcr; 

F withi 
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, with peculiar privileges exprefly grated by their fovereiga, 
. £or encouraging them to extend ntf dominions to America; 
. wljich they effected on thefe conditions at their fok ei. 
. pence, toil, and danger ; , and to ufurp their privileges fo 
dearly earned* . betrays an open contempt of juftice. An 
. emancipation from parliamentary authority, was the verv 
' object for which the fettf ement of the New England fd- 
, Ionics was undertaken, andwhich many of the firft fettlcrs 
dearly purchafed at the expencc ot large eftates, which 
j they generously fold, and- converted into a common fund 
for fupporting their undertaking ; and after having en- 
joyed an emancipation from the .authority of parliament 
/except in commercial concerns) for the {pace of one 
hundred and fifty years, not only without interruption 
ipom, but with the approbation of parliament, you have 
dared to queftion the right of the . crown in granting xhh 
emancipation,and for this very cogent reafon, becaufe truly ' 
*' that would be to raife a charter above an a£t of parli- 
ament ;" as if the privilege eojoyed by the people ot th& 
kingdom of making laws (with the affent of the' crown) fdT 
their own government, entitled them to become Isgiflaton 
to all the king's other fubjecls, or prevent their fovereigA 
from confirming to Americans the privileges enjoyed bt 
Britons : was ever any thing fo abfurd ? Has the feritit^ 
parliament any right that is not derived from the people^ 
and have the people refiding in Britain any peculiar inhe* 
rent right to ufurp the freedom and property of Britoijs 
refiding in America ? Were their privileges confirmed to 
them for the prefervation of their own liberty, or to ena- 
ble .them to. invade that of others ? Does the claufe of. 
Mqgna Charta, by which they are intituled to the exclu- 
sive right .of taxing. themfeLves, and granting their own 
property, authorize them to difpofe of the property of the 
reft of the king's fubjeds, or to obftrucl every paflage from 
the throne, engrofs every emanation of liberty, and pre- 
clude the fovereign.from confirming to his fubjecls in Ame- 
rica, the privileges they enjoyed in Britain ?— I wifh the 
people of this kingdom, would reflect a little on the confe- 
quencesof their pretenfions ;-inftead of confidering the 
Americans as our compatriots, and equals, we elevate our- 
felves to a ftate of fovereignty over them, and render them 
not only fubjecls to our king, but flill more abjectly to his 
' ■ <• Briiifh 
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fentUk fubjeAs. 1$ tml confident with natural equity, 
or die eiprefc Jtipulotions, on the faith of which they fct- 
thed that wild inhofpitable Country ? * 

The authority of parliament in its proper extent is juft- r 
ly fapreme, and the fame ought to be iaid of the general ; 
a&emblics of the colonies .- & each the Hog has hisprerd- ; 
gative and the. fubje&s their rights, and in both die peo- : 
pie as their fapreme privilege, have the exjcrofive right of. » 
granting their own property, becaufe the prefervation of • 
pr ppwty is the end of government i This is the palladium ) 
of oar comoion liberty, which has been confirmed to Bri* -' 
tons and Americans, by royal charters equally valid % [ 
thou your fyftem of provincial government muff deftroy. 
and is therefore unnatural and unjuft. — But if any doubt ' 
ftitt remains, concerning the king's right in granting the ! 
colonies an emancipation from parliamentary authority, it \ 
may be removed by this finale queftion, Has the foveresgu 
a right to permit any of his fubjeds to depart ■• from the m 
kingdom i If he has, he certainly can grant this emanci* ' 
pation, becanfe the perfon departing from the kingdom is 
ipfi fatt* abfol ved from -parliamentary jurifdidion . 

But the better to obviate the arguments of the great ; 
ptVfon beforementioned, hi favour of American liberty ,yod , 
have introduced a new and vifionary diftindion " between : 
national and provincial government and affert that, ! 

all that the firft great man alledges about the rights of 1 
" the people to be taxed with their own canfent, by their ' 
•« own reprefentatives in parliament, is fitly and properly 
" -{aid with refped to national government t bMt improperly v 
«« withrefped to the provinces becaufe (to abridge your | 
reafons) the convenience of Great Britain requires tfie co- 
lonies to be kept in a Rate of fubordination, and becaufe, as 
propertv is the efficient caufe of power and independance, 
this cannftt be done unlefs Great Britain aflqffles a right 
of governing and taxing their property atpleafure. ■ 

Thefe, Sir,are the very equitable reafons for which they \ 
are to be deprived of that, the prefervation of which, it 
the end of fociety ; and inftead of continuing the compa* ' 
triots* are to be rendered the vafihis of Britons ; contrary ; 
to the charters of every colony, which exprefiy confirm to 
them the privileges and immunities of Englijh fubjetls f 
How injurious, how unnatural is this diftin&ion, between » 

F ? national 
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jnaj tn\d provincial govermndftf. from whence j* |* : 
ved, or by what U it flip ported ? Not from, the pottcy . 
hVfincffK donfliuirion> I am ccrtain,iior from the char- . 
to? of the colonies them ft Ives, nor the epfl.of their fettle - 
trienfc, for aU thefe opperate to the cootcaV^ Nor indeed " 
had k any other than, a vifionarT. origin ; and though thjf 
imaginary diflinaioo. is tfyc foundation of your whole fc- 
perflrucTture, you haye offered nothing in fupport of It but • 
jour own improbable ajfertipn : you indeed, in;. anoAiV • 
pare of your pamphlet (I muft collect your argpimqu^*; f?oaa . 
their immcthodical diffuiiqn) mention Something o£ Reman • 
provinces ; but can you pretend to. infer a.precxdex$ froo* 
them for the government of our/colonles ?~The-/i*jrifjf.; 
had indeed many provinces, but none wVich were-acqafe^ : 
in" the fame manner, or fettled by ? the feme means; and if9 • 
the fame eciJ, as our American colonies ; their projU&pot- • 
verc generally obtained jure gCtdii, and WCJf^ thca fgQ* : 



Yerned in a manner moft conducive to the a0?anjjag*if 
the Roman empire ; as among tb^^ery coijfiidetatioa of. 
equity or juftice was difregardect, when repugnant tp tbt 
great objeel of all their operations* viz, the atfainnatpt tii 
univcrfaf dominion, . 
1 The- few colonies planted by xfec Romans, jrer? ftttSpd 
at tnq inftanee, and fupported at'theexpence of th,e pp&t 
mori wealth; and were not con fid ered by the fetters, a>«4fyW 
lurcis from the opprefllon of the feaate^but aigarrifon* 3*4 
agents for the prefer vatioa- or. extension of thftificqb* 
■ but even in thefe the Ramans, who were tiere ky- 
s, were never denied the. freedonrand imniunirUl* 
is of -Rome : G reat Britain, therefore has napr*- 
yfncesTunilar to th,6fe of Rome, unlefs' Minorca and Notj* 
Scotia he reoto^cd as fucli ; but were the cafe otberwafc^ 
the difference between the Roman- and Britfih conftitutionf 
would reader it im.poujbJe to infer any thing. th#etrom 
pertinent" to the pre fen t iubjedts y fo that infod, yowr 
<h'(j!mc*rioo between national and} provincial governinenr, 
when applied; tou jour American, colonies, is ttafcppor&cd 
by one/ juft argument, , though oppofed. by :the general 
pojity of our cbnftitution, and therefore defetves no jar- 
, ther. notice ; neither have the reaibns which you offer for 
{he expedience of this diftin&ion,any foundation m juftice i 
jou conclude "Tteproipcrity oradverfity of the colonic*. , 

" 6cin^ 
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* facmg lh » ptef fr ei U f ee^vetfity orOrett "§rit*liv the' 
ff right *f finrereigaty, at including taxation, ought t6 re* 
««._ ouia uidHbluble in the legiflature of Great Britain oveir 
«* theprovinces ; and that the profperity or adverftty of 
««- GicatBritain, not being the profperity or adverfity of 
*h the* coloaief, the power or privilege of exclufive and in- ' 
"j dependent taxation, ought never to be given to or en- 

irofed - with, the province* : " This is indeed a nfoft ; 
abfiird mode of reasoning, even were the agcrtion true, 
vfcich at cannot be without a reproach to Great Britain. 

kit certain that both the parent country and colonies'* 
9fe mutually benefited by their conneffion witl* each other* ] 
aid 'if the advantages of their union are equal, they art' 
equally interefted in each others ptofptrfty or advcrQty.; ' 
and if the v are not equal they ought to be made ib, or the 
ajmpacViWld be duTolved ; if therefore Great-Britain ^ 
is wore especially interefted in the profperity of the colo- * 
pieev by enjoying the grcateft advantage, ' from her inter- 
courie with them,- it is evident* that infteac? of depriving 
diem of their property, we (hould promote the means by 
which it may augmented. 

' Tour afleition that £he colonies by giving up their rights 
and privileges into die hands of the £Mtiflrpariiament,can 
sever be in daage* of eppreflion from the parent country, 
becaq/e whatever efTentially injures them, touft ultimately 
terminate in her di&dvantage, is a tnoft faJacious pofitionf 
nor can it ever be trqe> whim Brit iffa legiQators are influ- 
enced by theie paflions which have hitherto governed man? 
kind. -Survey the moft abfolute monarchies where the fo* 
vereign considers the pofleffions of. his flaves as his own 
property, - and fee if on that acc6unt he ufes them witl* 
more teqdernefs stad ceconomy : In fliort, Britifh mini- 
ftars are not always attentive even to the good of the peo- 
ple of tois kingdom, when placed in oppofition to their 
own sntercft ; Jiow then can it be expecied they fliould re- 
gard the intereft of the colonies whom they can oppress 
with impunity, as their diftance fecures them from the 
dangers of popular fury, and private malice. 

But when an a& of parliament has for feveral years con- 
tinued unrepealed, obliging all American (hips .trading to 
Spain and Portugal, to undertake a circuitous voyage from 
(he countries {richer; to unload their commodities, and af- 
terwards 
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forwards reftip them for thofe tokmies, at the tipence 6f 
feveral hundred pounds, for the fole purpofe of paying a ' 
few pounds duty em the articles, can any man hare the 
prcfumption,to aifert,. or will he be believed in after ting 
that any regard is had to the intereft of the colonies ? Even 
oor bounties with which we reproach them, have been 
granted not fo much for their advantage as our own ; and 
ia every part of our conduct the intereft of the colonies, at - 
moft has been but a fecondary confideration. 

You juftly obferve, " that the reft: of the world are fo, 
r< . far advanced in commerce, and fuch formidable rivals 
".to Great- Britain, that her lad and ultimate hope is m 
•« the commerce of her colonies and her trade with them;" . 
and I cannot but regret that thofe who have lately admi- 
nistered our affairs, have paid fo little attention to the pre- . 
fervation of this important article, and that not content 
•wrth qmbarrauing and retraining the trade of the colonies 
in every channel, which did not immediately promote the 
partial intereft of Great Britain, we have alfo driven them 
to! (economy and manufactures, and by our impolitic impo- 
iittaos, compelled them to difcover and experience that . 
natural independence-, which a fertile foil with a variety of 
climates nece/Tarily affords them ; and if eaufes ftill conti- 
nue to produce their natural effects, the time is now near,, 
when American manufactures will not be confined to thofe . 
commodities, whofe fabrication we have encouraged by 
cur mi fp laced and unconftitutional duties. 

As to your outlines of a provincial government, I fhall 
<mly obferve that your prefumption in attempting to fub- 
vcrt an original and equitable conftitution, and prefcribe 
a new government for tftree millions of people, which . 
violates their charters, and wholly cancels the very con-. . 
d^tions on which their anceftors fettled the country they 
inhabit, and enlarged his majefty's dominion* with much 
toil and blood, at their fole expence, and which deftroys . 
that conftitutional equality which ought ever to fubfift 
among all his majefty's fubjec1s,deferves only my contempt. 

In comparing the authority of the general auemblies , 
r,{ the colonies to that of the corporate cities in England, 
you ofrer the higheft infult to the dignity of thofe fupream 
les^flaiive bodies. Let any man compare the priviledges 
of the U;:er with thofe of the former, and fee if he caa 

difcover 
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.difcover the leaft fimilitude. Bat there is yet ft mors eir- 
fential diflfcrence in their fituations ; the corporate citto 
. in England are reprefented in the Britilh legislature, and 
fhoulcf be controuled by its laws ; but the colonies are not. 

Let me aik you to what purpofe you attempt to ridicufe 
the idea of a focial compact, and why you are In very 
prolix in reminding your readers of the wretched flavery- 
.in which fo many oriental nations are immerged r-Have^ 
their miieries any particular application to the colonies, of 
would you juftify one wrong by another, or encourage the 
Americans to fubmit to flavery becaufe it is the portion of 
fo many others, and (btace themfelyes in that Rate by the 
wretched confolation which Carthage and Marius * mutu- 
ally afforded each other in their fall ? But whatever were 
your motives, your arguments Efficiently betray yourcojrV. 
neclioris and principles which are in reality as repugnant 
to Britifh as American liberty. 

You aflert that the inhabitants of all the colonies; 
<« were either born or of choice reforted there- under the • 
fame predicament of being fubje&s of Great Britain. • 
«« protected by her parliament, enjoying her laws and 
«« fubject to her government." No part of this affertioft 
however is true, fince, as I have demonftrated in thefpre^ 
needing letter, every colony planted before that revolution 
in provincial policy, which produced the a& of navigation, 
was fettled under exprefs ftipulations of continuing wit hi a 
the allegiance of the Englifh crown, but of being in every 
refped tree diftin& Gates without the leaft fubjedtion tt> 
the Englifh parliament in any refpeft whatever ; and the 
fettlement of all the fubfequent colonies was nndertakeri 
in full confidence and expectation of being perfecHy inde- 
pendant to the parliament of this kingdom, except in com- 
mercial regulations only ; this they . were intituted to ex* 
pe&* not from their charters, but the conduct of parlia- 
ment itfelf, together with the principles of the Engtifl* 
conftitution ; and fo far were the colonics from bemg 
planted under the predicament of a fubjeclion to parlia- 
mentary' taxation, that no idea of that fubjetfion, was 
ever conceived, either here or in the. colonies;, till Mr-.* 
Grenville, formed the unhappy defign of augmenting the 
national revenue by his pcfltferous ftamp aft. Antf 

• Inopemque vitam jn Uigtirio niihafum Carthagittenfiim to!-* 
ravir, cum Marius Jnfpicienn Carthngh.m, ilia imutnsA?/'"'**, 
alter altcri poflent effe Made. 1 1 v . 



Wft let toe. eclargfc a fittlc on . tlrat natioOtJ fill 
^ettignty ovefthii* colonies which yonfo frequently meqk 
; ticw, aadwhiiih has beeri-adopted by many others, . w*ib 
have^iondly cheji&ed in idea, ^favourable tb theif "twit* 
.ty and fejf in weft, till by habitnde they almoft bcltcre it 
Jus a real fopndatian in juftice. Milled by partial' oosi- 
-fideratioas we have -b'eca accuftomod to look upon the e$» 
ionies as fo many appendages or factories td this kingdom^ 
devoted fciely to the improvement of its particirfar^ntmft, 
wealth, and power, aud wkbout any nights or privilqgi* 
'•which are pot perfe^y.*onfident with the attainment -*f 
£he&de£r4d object : This however is a mod falaeioOV 
jdea*and act only deftitnteof fuppqtt,but repugnant totlte 
jwraciplesofoor government, which has provided etpaA 
freedom taall its fubje£$. 

: To concur ih making all laws* to grant all fapp!ie*^8&4[ 
to enjoy perlbnal fecurity, perfonal liberty, and; privajk 
property, arc the iadifputable privileges of Britifli fabjeefy 
i^d torihefe and other privileges and immunities titty in* 
dividual in lite £ommanity has an equal claim with Otftaft 
irf the. fame rank. This is a circumftance inherent in»acid 
neceffary to the evidence of a free date, which req&rtfs th* 
jtttthe iabjeAs of the realm fliould ftand on, the feAM Jet* 
pf liberty ; howahfurd.is it then to ere& ourfclvet fa*} 
sovereigns of America, and tnfiead-bf conilderiag theiut a» 
)»itants pf the colonies as theking's fubjecls, like eoHekfteA 
to miftake them for ^ur tafelsjjand confound t^Si%^bk 
jbetween the dominions of the king,and of the nation t had 
attended to this obvious didiaftion, we fltotdd h*v*dK» 
tovcred the unreafonabJencfs of oar pretentions tonmoatl 
favejreignty* for., which the Britifh conftitution has Aside 
fcu provifion, and have avoided thofe a«5te of iegtflaik^ 
which ha£e created tfie prefent drfputes, as important hi 
their nature as they are alarming in their conferences. 

The king's ihbjecls are divided into different dates, Is 
which both his prerogative and the rights of the people art 
tnore or Jefs extenfive ; but it is neither juft nor necef&rf 
that one of thefe dates (hould ufurp the fovereignty of th* 
whole, become their legislators, and govern them accord- 
ing to its own partial intered ; nor can this be done with** 
Cat violating the fundamental principles of theBnittfh eon* 
fttcalton, fines none caa legally be governed by a&s of par* 

l*m#nt 
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Ihojenz wlo are hot united to this kingdom ; tnd, wnel 
{fins anted, irfuft <e<faally < participate ab the rights anC 
fcrivUejta of Bntifn fubje£H. There art tisay who hat* 
itocieatrfcrife and inipart&lity to £erceh* 4fe<tfnth of 
this 'undeniable pofltion, and who yet maintain 4 tfie fove* 
rti^(t]r r oP4c Brhifti ^tiamenf diet thecoionie*, bedmtfir 
A^br&'&roiiefljuilf coritkten* diem as ia^pfpofmwd With 
tKsTdBjRlom; over whTch the authority of: j arBimieiut , 
c6nftffl5^ ft^fcme; butthli i* (*r frdto tang the*»csrfe»aa 
sYcvtowtevea ft^ tadeterinifia^ 
Aunfcil ; the? art indeed the ftbjeflk of the* fame crown; 
but with regard to tJfcV internal policy an* government; 
dhtnic? independent fbrtes ; aild^fieiievet thty are^united 
firtBe rnahnef nectflary codHwte the legality of pariia-i 
tiMhtitfy legiflation, every inhabkant poffeffed of a freehold 
df forty flUDingf p*+ mdfr be fetided to vote in ' did 

#}otce of the repVefent&tivcs in parliament, antaiery tew 
tount on their trade, to which the inhabitants of Great* 
Britain are^dt fubjc&^nuft neceflarify be abrogate*^ b&* 
at die mat diftance of the colonies has created many al«* 
moft infuperahle obftacles to this imioif ; I can di&ove* 
Aefthef itifM aMr'equlty hi ftxbverdng their original con*' 
fctttriod, afrf fuWe&ng Aim to the legiflatipn of the Bri* 
tffk pAttkfctatf, ffl wlUth they are wholly imrepreiented; 
*oV<taatirit be <dUW without manifett wickednefi, a* 
tnfticeotfeittnfot to be left regarded in natioitfal than jur* 
mb&edmt&i and fa tfasfcife over others ah authority toi 
•Wfiidh we have no rights w as great a; wrong mm can be U 
cnagnfftf, however gteaPot dignified the affianhly by whid* 
thk authority is anrdfed. 

" lWirfgtin^'aUedfl& to prove the ne&ffity of £4h 
jeatag'tlfte colonies to the authority of parliament, vi£. foe* 
^t^^hiijgthiRi^cMne6^ .tor Great Britain, is wftoJJy chi- 
tfefital; airinot they and we united under the iame.ib-t 
▼treign, who has a right not only .of negativing .but re-; 
$eatfng their law*V within aihnited tone i^ all jtbe, : coloxfie* 
(one 'or two/ excepted,) and* with wkofe officer* iheexecuv: 
tfve authority' of g ov e r n m ent, civil and military, is depo*c 
fited ; arid who, by refidmg fbWy in this laagdom; wilt; 
be prcdcuiaily attached, t&its, ime^^and.detexmmed by! 
its council, and exert all the power of his prerogative txver. 
flttr colonies 'in promoting* the inureft o£Gr*a* Britain t 
. . G . .. m . . Bafi*** 
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5Jc* the eabaies have con Tented to confer tliral 
at united to Great Britain, in a commercial capacity, 
to have their trade governed by its parliament ; and 
all Uiefe connections will any perfon believe thai they ara 
not rendered a*s dependant oo this kingdom, -a 6 is polible. 
without wholly difcfljag them of thcte privilege* which 
are cflcnttaHj neceuary to fecare (ham, from flavery. 
i As thU as evident, 1 cannot 'but confider ail the argu- 
ments urged to prove tbt fieceffity of a fupreme powtr in 
;hcparliairicni; over the colonics, as fb many artful fcphiintf 
calculated to cover the moil -fmifter deftgns* 
i On obferrhig the political maxim, extra £Ud from Har 
rington's Oceana, and prefixed to the title page of ycuj 
pamphlet, i immediately concluded that convenience* ra- 
ilicr than juftice, would become the bafts of all your rea 
fbning ; nor wa* I difappointed, as all your argum 
depend oa a fuppofed utility. In depriving the colom 
the right* of Britons, and fuhjecting their property t< 
difpolal of parliament. But, whenever this principal 
adopted, I cannot fee why we mould content ourfeWe* 
with taxing the colonics only, fincc it would probacy he 
moil convenient to the partial rnt ere ft of this kiagdow, 
tJUt the value of ail their propecty (houU ,be depotked m 
the HritHh trcafttry for discharging the national debt j 
conferruently that they ihouli ait be driven from thci 
bftstion*, and their cftatts e&pofed to fale ior our ui". 
indeed* if* ia our cond uct towards the colonies, we ar« in 
flue nerd by your reafona* and governed only by oar o*n 
intcrcfts& convenience, &,if wc act rationally on thefr prin- 
ciples, we flinH not leave a tingle billing in their poueffion, 
nolci* it be iron thofe artful motives which induce b*y t ia 
robbing a aeft to leave one egg, that others may be added 
thereto, and the acq uififtion thereby rendered nltrcDarelf 
the mater ; nor will it be more nnjuft to take the whole 
of their property, than a part. If, however, cur par list 
intercftand convenience are to continue, the precarious te- 
nure of American property* as they muft on your princi- 
ples, I ftiaf I not blame the colonies if in reality they afp : ~ 
at independency, as ihsir enemies falfly and n*aJLrcii 



After fcaving a long while rea Coned (if I may ib expr 

*iit#) on principles ot partial convenience only, you 
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ftem at leaft to recoiled that forae regard ought to fce hiA 
to juftice, and unfuccefsfuily attemprto warp tint tnfleaH^ 
principle into a prop to fupport the caufeyou brvedpoof* 
td: Tou a* knowW« tJiat it may be uretd thar 44 the 
" colonies are the offspring and ehfldrea of Britain, thtfc 
" they are like wife peffisifed of property/the efficient eatifi 
14 of power and dominion, and that they are therefore mi* 
*• rally and naturally entttuled to all the Uberty,rig!ft* aril 
" privileges of Britons f, and of- confequence they ought 
*' vtx order to have their property in America, taxed wkh 
thelc own confent, to be" reprelfcated from America} 
in the Btftifti parliament." To thil you fagach*$ 
anfwerthat 44 Theftare intituled to all the liberty, ritfttfc 
14 and privileges of Bri totis, but no reprefintatlon mm 
*• America. 1 * What abftrdity ! How can they enjoy 
all the liberty, rights, and privileges of Britcms," when, 
governed by laws. made in an affembfy in which they havfc 
too representation ? Or indeed, what can they enjoy in thft 
tad. But flavery ? But why are the colonies to be denied 
a reprefentation ? ** becaufe that would render the houft 
M of commons a numerous, tumultuous, unwetldy and un- 
«« mawkgaUe.body/' A very pretty chimerical fuppofiyon 
tp authorize injnftiet. 

. To this you add feme other arguments, to preve that an 
, adequate reprefentation from the colonies would be incon- 
venient to this kingdom, but allowing this to be true,' as it 
really is, why are they not to be allowed the privilege of 
representing them/elves in their own aflembfies ? becaufe 
^ truly, (to fum up your arguments) it is for the intereft of 
Great-Britain to fecure their dependancc by coeatrooling 
their property. But is this confident with juftice? furely 
not.— Why then do you meddle with that fllgbborn trouble- 
fome principle ? I fuppofe becaufe you think appearances 
ought to be preferved ; for this purpofe you introduce 
another falacious argument, and affert that •« the intereft 
•* of a part, ought to give way- to the whole," and, that 
" Great Britain is that whole, and her colonic*, did they 
" confift of a hundred millions, are, when figured out, at 
. •« oppofed to her but that part.— What abmrdity f Caa 
any man inform me by what peculiar privilege the partial 
intereft, of feven millions of people, inhabiting this fa* 
inured ifle, is to <;ontronl the intereft of ape hundred miK 
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ijxM in America i Tht fuppofitioa Is repugnant to reality 
pdjutece.* . 

;•' It js a juft an4 ccceflary maxim that in the government 
of an empire, the general increafe, wealth and power of 
the whole, ^QfU^determine every meafure, and not the 
gggrandifement of one part at the expence of the other ; 
tior can the connexion between Qreat Britain and the colo- 
nies he perpetrated except ty rendering it reciprocally and 
equal jy advaiitagepus ; thus circjimftanced it will nccefla- 
rily be "permanent, nor {hall we ever have any juft caufe tq 
fear that they will afpire to independehcy,let their increafe; 
J>e ever fo rapid, becaufe in that fjate they cQuld qbtain np 
£re^teir freedom than that which they muft bow be allow- 
ed, jf they'are fujfered to enjoy tfce privileges of Englifl}? 
men. I}ut whenever* the component parts of an empire) 
are diftinguiflied from each otjier by an pnreafonable and 
linjuft partiality in the laws by which they are governed}; 
jdivifjon and actual feperatibn necefTarily enfue ; and in 
th» cafe t^c more eztenfive the empire the greater its im- 

" becility 

9 • I have in feveral parts of this and the preceding letter, con- 

fulered the colonies as diftinct ftates •: This X was naturally 
led to do by a'variety of ta&s and circumftances. In 1621, 
when the commons propoftd An Aft for the free liberty 
V of tiffing and tithing voyages, fp be made and performed • 
" on the .fra-coalfs and . places of Newfoundland, yirginia, 
and New£ngland/and other countries and parts of 4> me ~ 
4t rica the fecrcta'ry of date made the following declaration 
to the houte*from his majefty, " America is not annexe? to 
'* the realm.nor within the jurifdiAion of parliament, you have 
*' therefore no right to interfere/* and for thi* reafon the bill, 
which aimed only at granting his re a jetty's iiibjffts in En- 
gland, the privileges of liming in Amtrica, was denied the 
royal afem ; and I know cf no. fubfequent acl of union, bV 
which .the colonies have been annexed to this kingdom. To 
tki< I muft add, that the privileges of fovertign legifl?tion, of 
raifir.g irmies,' making vVar 'on all fuch as are not his ma"* 
Jefly's friends and allies; pmdoning or pumfhing ciimes with 
death, coining money, and other attt of ibvereignty, granted 
by their charters, (many of which . Hill retain iheir validity) 
prove that they have at no time been confidered as part* of 
this kingdom. When it was liktwiie dr;tc* mined, thit final 
appeals from the cclnnie*, (hovld lie rot with the honfe of 
tur<U 9 but the king in council, it was ctitainly believed that 
- 4hey were not wtfein the ftaiiti, ai:d that i\\v peas ot England 
*cw Aot peers of A auric a. 
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facility ; add I will venture to lay It down as in mfalltbtft 
maxim that any kingdom that adopts a fyftero of provincial 
government, fuch as that which you have propofed* and 
which renders one . part of the community the vaflals of the 
other, wiJI thereby accelerate its own ruin : reflect on the 
example of Athens, which owed its dcclenfion lo that de- 
cree by which the provinces were denied the privileges of 
Athenians* and from that time afpired to independence ; 
and this will always be the cafe while caufes continue to 
produce thetr natural effects. 

Great Britain is now honoured and ftrcngthened by an 
increafmg progeny of the mod vigorous and rlourifhing co- 
lonies that any nation on earth can boaft, and it depends 
on her own ccconomy and management, either to continue 
them a bleHlng, or render them a curfe tp this nation ; 
injuries from thofe to whom we are nearly re I a ted, and from, 
whom we are intituled to expert iriendfnip and affection, 
make the deepeft and moft lafting impreffionson the. mind j 
and if we through pride or jntereft, obftinately adhere tq 
the ufurpations on the rights of the colonies, what but Jail- 
ing difcord and enmity can enfue. 

1 will imitate your ciarapte, aijd adopt the metaphor of 
a laborious family to convey an ufeful admonition on this 
fubjetf : Imagine then, the colonies to be the growing vi- 
gorous fons of a father, arrived at leaft to the meridian if 
not to the decline of life, and wfya has been hitherto fup- 
ported and enriched by their fuccefsful induftry ; Diould 
this parent now adopt a rigorous and oppreffive conduct 
towards his children, would he not thereby neceflarily 
drive them from home, and compel them to renounce all 
connexion with their unnatural parent, and fet out in life/ 
in purfuit of their own private mterelt ? In fhortiFiii 
our conduct towards the colonies we mean to act agreablc 
cither tp the dictates of juttice or of found policy, ve fhatl 
fuffcrthem to enjoy all the privileges and franchises of 
Brttons ; to do this we mufl neccffartly allow them to r**- 
laip their original conftftutton, and renounce ati preterm* 
ons to the difpofal of their property, or otherwife grant 
them an adequate reprefe&tatton in the Bntifti parliament ; 
this i$ tjie only Alternative, and the only expedient wW!| 
can juuify parliamentary CaSaUftO : Bm the ^reatdfftaiM^ 
wfcich feperates tne colonic? from us, will neccSkriTy pro*- 
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4&cea]isj>ft ifrfbfKtafck obftacies «• the latteww^r^an*' 1 
gender wAmerican repreftntation not, dnfy inxo n Vent- 
**c to t£ti kingdom, tat particularly ^iefrons Co tie ca£fr- : 
j^aodfotf-thu weighty reafon, I tjfinfc it will be wdk'jijfc 
gtttfe «j hwre-Ae<aionics the full eajoymentof thtofe ifefjts 
-jnd privileges which were indffputaWy i& their poifefidff ife« 
jfort the late fhfmp-arfi, ft trnft to* their acknowledged). ffffcuf 
gederofity,dutt -and af&fflon for fhclr fepplies as hii toajsfy 
stay require of their affetnblies, towards defraying akctfUi- 
tzhjc- ftarcr of' the cYnfttnon expence.- If -there b.aftf rffcN 
iha fo,unreafonablc as not to think 'tfieir. farmer, eiero^ni 
ihi t fie- cc*mn«r ftrvrcc a fnflScient fcctirity for theiri future 
good conrfu£; fet us leave the defence of oniittifei ti) 
ttemiclves. - This wM effeftfcaiiy remove the prefint toe 
of contention; fince all onr claims' on them are loanditf 
«a* the £ngfce article of protection and by leaving tfifctft 
themfdves we-ffia^.cn^eclualryobviatejevery.caufe of fitter* 
rfiflenfibn. That they are ahle. and willing to. nndtefiife 
thtsroinr defence againftV their own. particular eh<fctal|* fi 
terrain ; and it is liTcewife certain*, that, with their oto- 
tomy in tire management of public affairs, they can.eml 
it at much lefsexpence than it. can be done by this^. King- 
dom at ft> great a diftance : 'Wixat then ftould hinder. tpe 
adaption of this meafure ? there can He no reafonabJe ob- 
j*6i»n againftV ir, ton* will it be oppoied By .qny*e|un 
vhofedefigns are compatible with the mutual prtfperiey 
c f G rear- Britain, and the colonies ; who Have ever ap* 
proved tfceprieives the induftrious and dutiful progeny tf 
this their parent country ;. and though they, have profited 
%r our intercourfe and affiftance, I will venture 'to aueit 
that the benefits they have received from us, are by dp 
means equal to the advantages which this kingdom has de- 
rived from them ; nor can I, without the utmoft frrprize, 
r? ftc<5 on the audacity of thofc who wickedly aggravate 
the favours conferred on them, and inceffantly reproaeb 
th em with onr protection, affirming that this kingdom € * Jia* 
" reared them to maturity at the boundltfse^penceof her beft 
*■ blood and treafure." Thpfe, Sir,are wicked arts toJuiUfy 
t ! - z moft iptquif ous defigns. No fooncr had they, by their owft 
fwiiude, tt at their own pence, vanqui(hed their favagp 
fj cmks.rhan they exerted their utmoft power in extending 
cujc&y's dominions tc cti;er parts of America' : Nut 
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tore especially contributed to raifc this kingdom t& 
en i me rid iad of wealth and power, Courp:ire ris 
elevation with that mediocrity which m;tr>ed It* 
on in the rei^n of the former Stuarts, & refk'&ilut 
►py difference U oxvrn g to the colonics »a nd ihcri a n f\*cr 
me whether We otighc to reward thciffcrv ices wftbi3.tr cry to 
oppofition to the dictates of juftict. true policy, and even of 
common humanity ? What Briton that has enjoyed jJjcj 
bJcfimgs of freedom, can with to afurp them from hit Ame- 
rican brethren, who have merited fomuch from v< • 
What cneafurcs will be finally adopted U uncertain, bin if, 
after the legality, inexpedience, and inhumanity of taring 
the colonies, has been fo tnconteftibly demon ft rated, ther 
n — t — n Ihould adhcrd to yonr machiavellian policy, their 
conduct will hereafter be regiftered as a prodigy in rite an- 
aaJs of abfurdity. This 1 afiert, without in icrcft or paflSoa, 
as heaven canwitcefs, that I have no wilh repugnant 10 
the common welfare of Great Britain and the Colonies* 
Mad can, with the utmoft fmccrky, repeat 



I am, 
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